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Sao Tome & Principe 


* Prime Minister on New Political “Openness’ 
3442003 1a Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 11 Nov 88 pp 33-34 


{Interview with Prime Minister Celestino da Costa by 
Oscar Mascarenhas; date and place not given] 


[Text] Sao Tome and Principe is changing. Sao Tomeans 
are reconciling themselves, and the MLSTP [Movement 
for the Liberation of Sao Tome and Principe}—the 
liberation movement that led the anticolonialist strug- 
gle—has recovered its roots as a political front in which 
several wings have found a place. The active leader of the 
overseas opposition, Carlos Graca, is now foreign min- 
ister. And the others? They may return when they want 
to, Prime Minister Celestino da Costa assures in an 
interview with DN. And so that everything may be 
clarified, he requests that we “ask Miguel Trovoada why 
he does not want to return.” 


It was a freewheeling conversation that Celestino da 
Costa granted DN in the official residence of the Prime 
Minister of Sao Tome and Principe, already past 0200 
hours on the day when Cavaco Silva concluded his 
official visit. To expand upon the image of a new Sao 
Tome and Principe, Celestino da Costa accepted every 
risk. The reporter was even permitted to ask about 
corruption, a topic that is always left aside when talking 
with African leaders; it is almost a stigma. It would have 
been a sin for the reporter to let himself become seduced 
by appearances, but the modesty of that room in the 
official residence inhibited the asking of that question 
which, on being formulated, is always already half 
answered. 


[Mascarenhas] Was Sao Tome and Principe’s policy of 
openness the result of external pressures” 


[Da Costa] We know what we want, where we are going. 
and the objectives that drive our policy. We would be 
leaders little versed in our own reality if external pres- 
sures were needed for us to promote change. 


[Mascarenhas] What led you then, to promote the 
changes? 


[Da Costa] It was the natural evolution of things. What 
we were before 1974, what we were after independence, 
and what we are today are very different. If we had tried 
to maintain a static philosophy, we would not be leaders. 
For that reason, when we celebrated the tenth anniver- 
sary of our independence, we analyzed the political and 
economic situation and decided that the MLSTP should 
integrate elements of other wings. That policy permitted 
us to ensure that some cadres who were in foreign 
countries and who have very useful work to do here 
would end up returning to Sao Tome and Principe. 


[Mascarenhas] Like Carlos Graca? 


CENTRAL AFRICA 1 


{Da Costa] What better example? 
[Mascarenhas] And Miguel Trovoada? 


[Da Costa] I don’t know. We have already told him that 
he could return when he wanted. If he does not return, he 
is the only one that knows his reasons. Ask Miguel 
Trovoada why he does not want to return to Sao Tome 
and Principe. Maybe that will clarify everything. 


Graduates With Only 2 Years of School? 


[Mascarenhas] And other opposition leaders still in 
Portugal? 


[Da Costa] Opposition leaders? Maybe the Portuguese 
press is slightly exaggerating the role of those people. 
You know, this is a small country, we have known each 
other very well and for a very long time. Maybe in 
Portugal those people—because you are aware only of 
the fact that they have presented themselves as opposi- 
tion leaders—seem to have an importance and a value 
that, in fact, they do not have. Even them, why do they 
not return? When President Pinto da Costa was in 
Portugal. he had an open meeting with Sao Tomeans. 
Those people were at that meeting and they freely asked 
all the questions they wanted, until they were satisfied. 
President Pinto da Costa answered every one of them. 
Even so, those persons did not want to return. We are not 
worried about that because, as | told you, we know very 
well the importance of those people. who have even 
passed themselves off as graduates when they have 
completed, at best, only 2 years of school... 


[Mascarenhas] Does the opening of the MLSTP to the 
various currents of opinion mean that it has ceased to be 
the single leading party, and has become a front once 


again”? 


[Da Costa] The MLSTP is not nor has it ever been a 
party. It was and is, certainly, a leading force. But never 
a party. There have always been, in the MLSTP. contra- 
dictory forces. For that reason, we do not consider it a 
step back, but rather a deepening. that is. a frank and 
open dialog with the population. We never take an 
important step without consulting the population, as 
openly and directly as possibie. 


[Mascarenhas] What is there, then, about this opening 
that is new? 


[Da Costa] The deepening. In the anticolonialist strug- 
gie, the MLSTP brought together all people and forces in 
the toppling of the colonial regime. Later, it was neces- 
sary to administer the independent state, with the inher- 
ent difficulties. What we are doing now is opening the 
MLSTP to the free expression of the various wings under 
its auspices. 
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[Mascarenhas] One senses, in one’s contact with the 
people, a feeling of political decompression. But not so 
much in the media, where it 1s said that the opening ts 
advancing with hesitation... 


{Da Costa] As | said, we are committed to direct dialog 
with the people. That is first priority. 


[Mascarenhas] But in the media? Why is there no evi- 
dence in the media of the debate between the various 
wings’ 


[Da Costa] I do not believe that there is no evidence of 
that debate in the media. 


[Mascarenhas] For example, would 11 be possible, in Sao 
Tome, to have a private newspaper in competition with 
REVOLUCAO? 


[Da Costa] Do the conditions even exist in Sao Tome for 
a private newspaper? 


[Mascarenhas] Supposing that they did, and that a group 
of people resolved to publish one. Would they be autho- 
rized to do so? 


[Da Costa] That is a question for us to analyze at this 
time. The dynamics will tell us whether or not the 
conditions exist for that. We have already allowed pri- 
vate schools, private doctors, private enterprise. Thus it 
iS a question of waiting to see what, at the right moment, 
we should do. In any case, permit me to inform you that 
just a few days ago a foreign journalist told me that in 
Sao Tome he felt a climate of freedom. 


[Mascarenhas] I don’t deny it, and that is what I referred 
to when I spoke of a feeling of decompression. Two years 
ago, when a Sao Tomean spoke of you he practically 
stood at attention to refer to you as “Minister of State. 
Social Security, and Education, Dr Celestino da Costa,” 
even in the most informal conversation. Now that you 
are prime minister one says, with all casualness, 
“Celestino da Costa...” 


[Da Costa] That only means that we are advancing 
culturally. 


[Mascarenhas] In the next elections it will be possible for 
independent candidates, not affiliated with the MLSTP 
but rather with professional organizations, to run for 
office. But I have only heard of the Order of Lawyers and 
the Order of Engineers. 


[Da Costa] No. Any professional organization may 
present candidates, as long us it 1s duly organized. 


[Mascarenhas] With regard to cooperation with Portu- 
gal, now that the issues addressed by the two govern- 
ments are practically resolved, are you convinced that 
Portuguese businessmen are really going to invest in Sao 
Tome? 
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[Da Costa] Why shouldn't they? Of course I am optimis- 
tic. All the conditions and openness required for Portu- 
guese businessmen to invest in Sao Tome now exist. And 
they have many ways in which to do so. In addition to 
investment in agriculture, they have the opportunity to 
be an importani factor in the transformation of Sao 
Tome into 2 service economy. We do not have business 
experience, but the Portuguese businessmen do. And 
note that we do not intend, with this, to be the only ones 
to benefit. Portuguese businessmen will also profit, not 
only by investing in Sao Tome but also by using Sao 
Tome to penetrate the great market of central Africa. 


[Mascarenhas] In the end, of all the agreements to be 
signed at the meeting of the Joint Lusc-Sao Tomean 
Commission, the only one set aside was the one address- 
ing military cooperation. Has there been some impedi- 
ment? 


{Da Costa] None at all. It is just that the military 
agreement proposal was only presented to us last Friday. 
We, in our system, discuss and analyze everything and 
that 1s what we are doing now. But | am certain that very 
soon we will sign that agreement. | do not see any 
impediment. 


[Mascarenhas] Is it true that Sao Tome expects support 
from the U.S. Coast Guard to provide military craft that 
will replace the Soviet boats you were offered? 


[Da Costa] We have two islands and we have to ensure 
the defense of those two islands. If the United States 
wants to offer us launches, if Portugal wants to offer us 
launches, if the Soviet Union wants to offer us launches, 
they will be welcome to do so. Let them come from 
where they may. 


[Mascarenhas] What do you expect to have already 
accomplished, in terms of international impact, with this 
policy of openness? 


[Da Costa] It is not just now, it is ever since indepen- 
dence: correct misunderstandings. We spend our time 
correcting misunderstandings. First, immediately after 
independence, we were considered the “petit rouge” of 
the Gulf of Guinea. Then came the issue of the Soviet 
radar. Look, with respect to the radar, when Jaime 
Gama, who was minister of foreign affairs in Portugal, 
came here, it was said that the Soviet radar was a 
tremendously powerful thing, strong enough to pick up 
the Malvinas War. So I said to Jaime Gama, “Go and see 
the radar if you want.” Other misunderstandings have 
occurred since then, and we have had to correct them. 


[ Mascarenhas] There was even the recent mistake by the 
newspaper LE MONDE that called you the “former 
British colony...” 


{Da Costa] You see! Even that... 
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* Country's Efforts at ‘Perestroyka’ Described 
3442003 1b Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 11 Nov 88 pp 33-34 


{Text} Citizen involvement in economic reconstruction 
is the theme of the campaign of openness that is occur- 
ring in Sao Tome and Principe. In the context of the 
second smallest African state, this constitutes the neces- 
sary and urgent “perestroyka.”” Like that of the Soviet 
colossus, it has the same point of departure: economic 
difficulty. And it follows the same obligatory route: to 
resolve economic problems it 1s necessary to open doors 
and extend horizons in the political arena. Which proves 
that, in these areas of government, the maxim that comes 
down to us fiom classical antiquity—first live, then 
philosophize—is not entirely correct. The two must go 
together 


It probably even had to have been that way when, in 
1975, following independence on 12 July, the country 
had to assume control of business, production, and 
commerce. Ten years later it was time to proceed to 
analysis of the situation, and the results were not pleas- 
ing. Sao Tomean leaders recognized a reality that foreign 
governments, whether friendly, hostile, or indifferent, 
had already seen: a blocked economy, a bureaucratized 
State, repressed civil rights. And a profound need for 
outside help. To obtain it, they needed to win interna- 
tional sympathy. They took to the task. 


The State, until then “the omnipotent, omnipresent, and 
supreme authority in all economic life.” as we were told 
by Delegate Minister and Minister of Information Man- 
uel Vaz, had to fall back and surrender territory to 
private enterprise. President Manuel Pinto da Costa 
needed to improve his reputation for needless waste by 
involving the government administration: As a result, 
the position of prime minister was recently created. 
(That decision might also have been a means of correct- 
ing misunderstandings among foreigners: While having 
no intention of authorizing the creation of a multiparty 
system—whether because there would be no “room” for 
one in a land of 110,000 inhabitants, or because of lack 
of will—it was at least necessary to undo the image of 
power concentrated in the hands of one single man, 
charismatic as he might be. Not to forget that the 
MLSTP [Movement for the Liberation of Sao Tome and 
Principe] was looking for a means of associating with 
Socialist Internationale.) 


An Agreement With IMF Approval 


The policy of openness has begun in the political and 
economic arenas. Land distribution has been initiated, 
although the development of a system of credits is still 
being studied. Over time, there has come into play an 
aspect of the Sao Tomean mentality: that even during the 
most concentrationist times of the Portuguese colonial 
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era, the concept of land ownership has never been 
extinguished, even if it only consisted of the micro-slices 
of land that every Sao Tomean (since the time of slavery) 
has required for himself. 


Since July, Sao Tomean leaders have been at the nego- 
tiating table discussing a Structural Adjustment Program 
with the International Monetary Fund and the African 
Development Bank. The program has the “IMF stamp of 
approval” and, as always, involves unemployment. Sao 
Tomean leaders have been facing up to their duty and 
have prepared themselves for significant changes in the 
public sector: More than |.000 functionaries are to be 
dismissed, raising the possibility—in terms of the inev- 
itable social costs—of 2 years of land distribution and 
unemployment subsidies. 


Several sectors of economic activity have ceased to be 
the exclusive domain of the state and attempts have been 
made to make foreign investment more attractive, even 
though the monetary instability of the dobra, the 
national currency, has made itself felt throughout the 
finalization of the IMF negotiations. 


In the political arena, the concept of militant has been 
redefined: It has ceased to mean only those who possess 
the MLSTP identification card. The concept has been 
extended to every Sao Tomean, “regardless of his polit- 
ical affiliation, if he be involved in the progress of Sao 
Tome and Principe.” For that reason, Carlos Graca, 
leader of the opposition in exile, is now one of Pinto da 
Costa's ministers. This concept leads to a greater democ- 
ratization of society and of the MLSTP: The popula- 
tion’s contradictory currents of thought end up being 
debated within the MLSTP, forming wings. The elec- 
tions cease to be held by roll call and follow the method 
of secret ballot. 


Jorge Miranda in the Constitutional Revision 


The system of single candidate for the Presidency of the 
Republic in the MLSTP framework has ended. Until 
now, the president was elected by only 51 deputies from 
the National People’s Assembly. With the constitutional 
reform in progress—which relies upon the assistance of 
Portuguese constitutionalist Jorge Miranda—there will 
be several candidates for the Presidency in the MLSTP. 
Once chosen, the name of the winner will be put up for 
popular ratification, through universal suffrage and 
rights. In this second phase, then, there will be no more 
than one candidate. 


For the National People’s Assembly there will be a 
multiple candidate system, with the MLSTP not being 
the only group to present them: Professional organiza- 
tions will also do so, with party affiliation not required of 
the candidates. 


Based on these modifications, Manuel Vaz concludes 
that “the political situation in Sao Tome 1s good and 
stable, despite the March upheavals.” The “March 
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upheavals,” also referred to as the “invasion of the 
canoists,” consisted of the somewhat strange activities 
attributed to the National Resistance of Sao Tome and 
Principe, headquartered in exile, in favor of a change of 
regime. One policeman and two rioters were the total 
dead resulting from an operation that involved the entry 
of a total of 40 men, “more heavily supplied with 
champagne and articles of witchcraft than with 
weapons,” into several points of the island of Sao Tome. 


The Tap Has Been Opened 


They will be tried in the lower courts, and it is guaran- 
teed that the death penalty will not be applied to them. It 
iS true that the current law still provides for the death 
penalty for the crime of mercenaryism, but Sao Tomean 
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authorities intend to eliminate completely that sanction 
in the new constitutional text. The tral wall be “public, 
open, and with the guarantee of all internationally 
required mechanisms of defense.” 


The process of liberalization in the media 1s suffering the 
most impediments, Dut according to Manuel Vaz, “this 
allows greater room for improvement.” As that govern- 
ment official stated, “once the tap is opened, if 1s very 
difficult to close.” In anticipating the future, Sao 
Tomean leaders see no limits, showing that the idea of 
the single party has now ceased to be dogma. Anything 1s 
possible—if it 1s necessary. 


The tap, in effect, is now open 
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Ethiopia 


USSR's Chebrikov on Talks With Mengistu 
EA0901222689 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 9 Jan 89 


[Text] Comrade Viktor Chebrikov has said that he is 
satisfied with the measures Ethiopia is taking to find 
peaceful solutions to the political problems that it inher- 
ited some time ago and is satisfied with the constructive 
proposals that it presents as solutions. He also said that 
the talks he held with Comrade President Mengistu 
Haile Mariam and other high-ranking officials on the 
current international situation, joint development, and 
the friendship between the two countries were held in a 
spirit of openness and comradeliness, and that they were 
satisfactory. 


Comrade Viktor Chebrikov was seen off by Comrade 
Berhanu Bayeh, member of the WPE Central Commitice 
Political Bureau and minister of foreign affairs; Com- 
rade Tesfaye Wolde Selassie, alternate member of the 
WPE Central Committee Political Bureau and minister 
of interior, and Comrade Ashagre Yigietu, WPE Central 
Committee member and secretary. 


CSSR's Mohorita Visits Addis Ababa 
LD0601233589 Prague Domestic Service in Slovak 
2200 GMT 6 Jan 89 


[Text] A delegation of the Socialist Union of Youth 
Central Committee led by Vasil Mohorita, member of 
the CPCZ Central Committee Secretariat and chairman 
of the union's Central Committee ‘today visited the 
Addis Ababa victory exhibition on the history of Ethio- 
pia and the successes the country has achieved since the 
1974 revolution. 


Our delegation then was received by Geremew Debele, 
chairman of the Revolutionary Ethiopia Youth Associa- 
tion Central Committee and member of the WPE Cen- 
tral Committee. 


Somalia 


Chemical Weapons Reportedly Obtained From Libya 
AU 1001084089 Rome ANSA in English 0823 GMT 
10 Jan 89 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, January 9—The Mogadishu gov- 
ernment used chemical arms when it bombarded north- 
ern Somalia, according to Francesco Rutelli, the deputy 
secretary of Italy's Radical Party Monday. He also 
claimed that Somali President Mohamed Siad Barre had 
recently gone to Libya to obtain additional amounts of 
the deadly weapons from Tripoli’s leader Mu‘ammar 
al-Qadhdhafi. 


Rutelli called on the House Foreign Affairs Committee 
to embark on a mission within thirty days to directly 
verify the situation in Somalia and the Horn of Africa. 
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The Radical Party official claimed that Italy continues to 
indiscriminately cooperate with a criminal regime guilty 
of massacres, torture and the trampling of human rights. 
The protests that the Radical Party has launched for 
years on a political, parliarnentary and judicary level 
have had no result, he went on. Italy continues to throw 
billions of lire into losing ventures in Somalia to bolster 
the Barre clan, pretending not to see the mass xillings 
carried out by the regime, Rutelli insisted. 


Public money is being used to aid a cruel dictatorship, he 
said. A muzzle must be put on the Italo-Somali lobby, 
Rutelli ended. 


Tanzania 


President Mwinyi Praises USSR Aid 
EA0601202889 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1700 GMT 6 Jan 89 


[Text] Dar es Salaam—President Ali Hassan Mwiny: has 
expressed satisfaction over the USSR’s moral and mate- 
rial assistance to the liberation struggle in southern 
Africa. He was speaking at State House in Dar es Salaam 
after receiving a message from President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev of the USSR delivered to him by IHarionov, the 
Soviet ambassador to Tanzania. 


A State House spokesman said President Mwinyi called 
on the international community to assist the people of 
Namibia achieve their independence. President Mwinyi 
also urged the UN Security Council to review its stance 
and ensure that UN Resolution No 435 on Namibia was 
implemented as agreed by the international community 
without effecting any amendments. 


Earlier, Presient Mwinyi asked the Japanese Govern- 
ment to start road repairs in the country. The president 
was holding talks with Namakura, the Japanese ambas- 
sador, who went to State House to meet the president 
prior to his departure for Japan for consultations with 
his government. Mr Namakura praised Tanzania's 
efforts to effect economic recovery. 


Uganda 


UN Envoy Condemns U.S. Over Libya Incident 
EA0801152489 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
0400 GMT 8 Jan 8&9 


[Text] Uganda has condemned the shooting down of two 
Libyan reconnaissance planes by the U.S. Navy in the 
Mediterranean off the Libyan coast and called for the 
urgent withdrawal of U.S. naval forces in the Mediterra- 
nean region to prevent the breaking of a conflict of wider 
proportions and foreseen catastrophic consequences in 
the region. The U.S. action, Uganda said, is unjustifi- 
able, unfortunate, and regrettable, and it was clearly 
contrived and premeditated for the purpose of commit- 
ling aggression against a small state under ‘ie pretext of 
routine maneuvers. 
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Addressing the United Nations Security Council on 
Friday on the shooting down of the Libyan planes, 
Uganda's ambassador and »¢rmanent representative to 
the UN, Professor Perezi Karukubiro-Kamunanwire, 
said Uganda has always opposed military presence, 
activities and maneuvers of major powers on land, 
airspace, and territorial waters in the Mediterranean and 
any other region. Such acts, he said, have remained the 
major root cause of tension, instability, and pose a threat 
of intervention to the independence, sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of smal! developing countries. Prof 
Karukubiro-Kamunanwire reiterated Uganda's stand 
that, 2s a permanent member of the Security Council, the 
U.S. has a specia! responsibility to refrain from acts 
which are intimidatory and provocative. Such acts, he 
observed, are a direct violation of the UN Charter and 
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obligations under it and remain a grave danger to peace 
and security of the region of the international commu- 
nity as a whole. 


Ambassador Karukubiro-Kamunanwire urged the inter- 
national community, the UN, and particularly the Secu- 
rity Council to ensure that incidents of a similar nature 
cease forthwith. Uganda. he affirmed, fully subscribes to 
the communique adopted by the Coordinating Bureau of 
the Movement of the Nonaligned Countries meeting in 
New York on 5 January, condemning that act of unpro- 
voked aggression. He expressed Uganda's continued 
support and solidarity wih the government and the 


people of Libya in safeguarding their independence 
sovereignty and terriiorial integrity. 
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Commentary Links Cuban Pullout, Hope for Peace 
MB1001055089 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in Eneiish 0500 GMT 10 Jan 89 


[Station commertary] 


[Text] The scheduled start today of the Cuban troop 
withdrawal from Angola will get the peace plan for 
southwestern Africa into gear. Today's baich of troops 
will be part of the first contingent of 3,000 Cuban 
soldiers that must leave Angola by | April, in terms of 
the New York accords of last month. The entire with- 
drawal process must be compicied over a period of 27 
months. 


After all South African t:oops were withdrawn from 
Angola last year, in term . of an agreement reached at the 
Geneva peace talks in ,ugusi, there was doubt about the 
intentions of Cuba and Angola. Whilst South Africa 
scrupulously kept her part of the bargain. Cuba and 
Angola were subsequently guilty of extreme provocation, 
including the massing of Cuban troops in southern 
Angola and military attacks along the border with South- 
West Africa. 


The start of the withdrawal of Cuban soldiers means that 
Cuba and Angola are now bringing their contribution to 
the peace process. The further evolution of this peace 
process will depend in large measure on a continued 
positive contribution from Luanda and Havana. 


It 1s also vitally important that the United Nations is 
seen to be playing its role of verification and monitoring 
in a sincere and impartial manner. With the Brazilian 
commander of the United Nations verification mission 
having been quoted as saying that the UN will trust the 
information given by Cuba and Angola on the Cuban 
withdrawal, South Africa will have every right to insist 
upon the verification and monitoring exercise being 
conducted to the satisfaction of all the parties which 
were signatories to the New York accords. 


It is imperative that all the interlocking mechanisms of 
the peace process function smoothly if the progress 
towards South-West Africa's independence 1s to be kept 
on track. 


In a broader context, the reported decision by the 
Angolan Government that it will no longer exclude Dr 
Jonas Savimb: from the amnesty offered to members of 
UNITA, as well as the dismantling of African National 
Congress camps inside Angola, give hope that the 
Luanda regime is, indeed, committed to keeping faith 
with the spirit of the New York accords. 


The stabilization of the internal situation in Angola is 
dependent upon the removal of all alien destabilizing 
elements including the ANC. and on an accommodation 
being found between the warring factions in the civil war 
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in Angola. Only with the stabilization of Angola can 
there be hope for a lasting peace in southwestern Africa 
and, ultimately, throughout southern Africa. 


Police Report Six, Deaths in 9 Jan Larest 
MB1091064589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0639 GMT 10 Jan &9 


[Text] Pretoria Jan 10 SAPA—Herewith the overnight 
unrest report as supplied by the police directorate of 
public relatrons in Pretoria: 


“At Shongwen: (Natal) a group of blacks armed with 
pangas, knob-kerries. assegais. and a shotgun. attacked 
and killed 5 black men (ages: 26, 59, 59, 60, 62). 


“At Mpumalanga (Hammiarsdale) a group of blacks 
attacked a private dwelling with petrol-bombs. They also 
stabbed a 17 year old black women to death and seri- 
ously wounded a 20 year old woman. The house was also 
damaged in the attack. 


“During the night of 8/9 January 1989 an explosion 
occurred on a pipeline, next to a pump station, on the 
Witwatersrand (in an area south of the Soweto highway). 
The pipeline belongs to a mining group and cares 
sludge from a recovery plant. The damage caused to the 
pipeline and pump Station was not very serious. 


“At this stage. the type of explosive device used 1s not 
known police are investigating the incident.” 


Police Confirm Explosion at Sandton Substation 
MBO080 1044589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2244 GMT 7 Jan 89 


[Text] Pretoria Jan 7 SAPA—An explosion occurred at 
an electricity sub-station in Sandton at about 11:25 
tonight, an SA Police liaison officer confirmed in Preto- 
ria. He said the cause of the explosion, which was at the 
corner of Argo and Southerland Streets, was not yet 
known. 


Police were on the scene within moments and were 
investigating. 


Earlier, SAPA received a number of phone calls from 
worned residents whose children were in the area at the 
ume. 


Limpet Mine Causes Explosion 
MBO80 1071789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0712 GMT & Jan 8&9 


[Text] Johannesburg Jan 8 SAPA—An SPM limpet mine 
caused the explosion at a sub-station in Sandhurst near 
Johannesburg at about 11:25 last night, a police larson 
spokesman said here today. 
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He said the explosion, on the corner of Argyle and 
Sutherland Streets, caused minimal damage to the sub- 
station and the electricity supply was disrupted “only for 
a short while”. Nobody was injured in the explosion. 


Police were on the scene in moments and after sifting 
through the debris came across “large chunks of metal 
which have definitely been identified as coming from an 
SPM limpet mine”, the spokesman said. 


Second Policeman Dies After Grenade Attack 
MB060 1165489 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 6 Jan 89 


[Text] Another municipal policeman injured in a hand 
grenade attack at Katiehong last night has died. One 
policeman was killed instantly and 31 others injured when 
four hand grenades were thrown at a group of policeman 
on parade at Katlehong on the east Rand last night. 


One of the 16 who was admitted to the Natalspruit 
Hospital near Alberton is in a critical condition, while 
three others are in serious condition. 


‘Rebel’ AWB Members Plan 
MB0901 102189 Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English 9 Jan 89 p 1 


[By Erik Larsen and Wessel Oosthuizen] 


[Excerpts] Rebel Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging (AWB) 
members are to meet on 14 December to discuss the 
formation of a splinter “weerstandsbeweging™ [resistance 


movement}. 


A reliable AWB suurce told THE CITIZEN that all the 
groundwork for the new movement had already been 
completed. 


He said former deputy AWB leader Mr Jan Groenewald 
who was suspended by AWB leader Eugene Terrebian- 
che, would be leader of the new group. 


The source said former AWB Grootraad [Supreme 
Council] Chairman Professor Alkmaar Swart would 
chair the new movement. A third member would be Dr 
Chris Jooste, who has also been forced out of the AWB 
by Mr Terreblanche. 


He said Mr Manie Maritz, the fourth rebel AWB mem- 
ber, would not be associated with the new movement. 


But Mr Maritz yesterday denied rumors that he no 
longer formed part of the original four and that the other 
three were planning on going it alone. [passage omitted] 
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Speaking from his farm in Brits, Mr Maritz said. in the 
statement the four rebel members had 1ssued last week 11 
was make clear that would take other steps to ensure the 
conimued pursuance of the “Boerestaat™ [Boer state] 
ideal. 


“If Mr Terreblanche wants to continue as leader of the 
AWB he must do so. We are through with mud slinging.” 


[passage omitted] 


The source which told THE CITIZEN of the splinter 
group claimed that the “rebels” had been working on the 
constitution for the new movement since December and 
it stall had to be finalized. He could confirm that like the 
AWB, 1 would be a “weerstandsbeweging™. [passage 
omitted] 


AWB Reconciliation ‘Remote’ 
MB0701093689 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0900 GMT 7 Jan 8&9 


[Text] The possibilty of reconciliation in the leadership 
of the Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging has become even 
mere remote. One of the four suspended members, Mr 
Mannie Maritz, has informed the leader of the move- 
ment, Mr Eugene Terreblanche. in a letter, that he will 
not offer any apology and that he has withdrawn his 
request for a hearing before the Grootraad [AWB advi- 
sory body]. Mr Maritz told our political news staff that 
he had relayed his message in a registered letter to Mr 
Terreblanche’s legal representative, Mr Chris Beyers. 


In hes letter, Mr Maritz said that, in view of Mr Terre- 
blanche’s threatening libel action against him. he no 
longer wanted to appear before the grootraad. He said if 
Mr Terreblanche instituted any action against him, he 
would defend it. Our political news staff reports that the 
Grootraad will met in Pretoria on |4 January to discuss 
the leadership crisis and the dispute surrounding Mr 
Terreblanche. Earlier, Mr Terreblanche said that any 
libel action would be considered only after the Grootrad 
meeting. 


ANC’'s Tambo Urges Tougher Western Sanctions 
MB090 1062889 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0S00 GMT 9 Jan 8&9 


{Text} ANC President Oliver Tambo has called on 
Western Countries to impose tougher economic sanc- 
tions on the Pretoria regime to force it to abandon its 


apartheid policy. 


Oliver Tambo said apartheid threatens peace in southern 
Africa and only the overthrow of South Africa’s white 
minority will end the region's conflict. 
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9 Jan Press Review on Current Problems, !ssues 
MB0901 173089 [Editorial Report] 


SUNDAY STAR 


AWB ‘Circus’ Derided—“South Africa owes Jani Allan a 
debt,” claims a page |0 editorial in the Johannesburg SUN- 
DAY STAR in English on 8 January. “Whatever her role in 
the Paardekraal incident, whatever her relationship with 
Eugene Terreblanche, this “Engelse blondine’ as the Afrikaans 
press calls her, has acted as the unwilling catalyst in exposing 
the reality of the Afrikaner W: ing. Until now 
the public image of the AWB has been one of a small, but 
growing, band of super-puritanical, super-patriotic Afrika- 
ners marching steadily and steadfastly to a frightening 
future,” led by the “charismatic” Terreblanche. “The truth is 
somewhat different. The sinister intentions of the AWB 
remain, but its reputation and that of its leader lie in tatters.” 
Although the exact details of the Paardekraal incident are not 
known, “we now know that this man who would run the 
country cannot even control his tiny organisation or com- 
mand loyalty from his closest friends and henchmen.” “Who 
can take the AWB seriously after all this? No doubt it will still 
have its followers.” “But for the moment the AWB has turned 
into a circus and its ringmaster into the chief clown. Let's 
hope it stays that way.” 


SUNDAY TIMES 


AWB Unity “Sham’— “The AWB has in the last decade 
inhabited the lunatic fringe of our politics: Extremist, 
militant and dangerous,” states a page | 4 editorial in the 
Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English on 8 Janu- 
ary. “It has pursued its dream of white supremacy with 
fanaticism and with scant regard for the political conse- 
quences of its actions. Its main binding force has been 
the messianic and vainglorious leadership of Fugene 
Terreblanche, who 1s now involved in a power struggle to 
maintain control of his khaki-clad followers. Privately, 
even staunch members of the Conservative Party and the 
mainstream Afrikaner rightwing are expressing relief 
that the purist image that the AWB has endeavoured to 
project publicly has been shattered at last. Its strength 
has been its unity, but its unity is now revealed as a 
sham. The AWB, from its inception, has been an anath- 
ema to sensible South Africans. There is no place in our 
fragile political structure for its medieval politics.” 


Government's “Mixed Bag of Signals’—“The govern- 
ment, a convinced practitioner of the art of the ambig- 
uous, has begun the year with a traditional mixed bag of 
signals—constitutional, political and economic,” claims 
a second editorial on page 14. “The granting of freehold 
land tenure to about 260,000 black landowners repre- 
sents the most promising of these signals.” “A more 
opaque signal it flashed by the Government's apparent 
intention to push ahead with legislation which will 
enable the appointment of a black Cabinet Minister— 
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that is if they can get the Labour Party to support them.” 
Observing the importance of symbolism in a “deeply 
divided country like South Africa”, the paper projects 
that “our first black Cabinet Minister (and we would 
wish him the best) would be less than useless if he was 
seen, not as a spokesman for black aspirations and 
grievances, but as co-administrator of a racially repres- 
sive system.” “Then, finally, to the dusted-down post of 
Prime Minister. This, surely, is the least impressive of 
the early January trilogy of moves.” “The proposed 
Prime Minister would appear to be no more than the 
legman—cailled upon to do the chores while the Presi- 
dent, still omnipotent, stands serenely by to take the 
kudos.” “It is early days still but if President Botha 
sincerely wishes to lead South Africa from its current 
political trough, caused not least by the face-off between 
President Botha and the Labour Party, we must hope for 
something a little mc ~pelling in his opening speech 
to Parliament.” 


-i'F TTIZEN 


Attacks on Libya, ANC Cempared— Commenting on the 
4 January U.S. downing of Libyan fighters over the 
Mediterranean, a page 6 editorial in Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English on 7 January points out: “It's 
curious. Every time South Africa struck at ANC facilities 
in neighbouring countries, the U.S. State Department 
howled blue murder. Yet the U.S. reserves the right to 
act as it sees fit when it feels its interests are at stake.” 
THE CITIZEN notes both the U.S. and Libyan versions 
of the attack story, saying “we do not know which 
version of the incident is correct, but we do know that 
the U.S. regards Libyan leader, Colonel Mu‘ammar 
al-Qadhdhafi, as an enemy—and Libya's training and 
support of terrorists is reason enough for a hastile 
attitude towards him. The Libyan chemical weapons 
plant, however, has nothing to do with the U.S. Although 
a 1925 Geneva protocol bans the use of chemical weap- 
ons, it does not outlaw their production. The U.S. is 
therefore threatening action which it has no right to take. 
By comparison, South Africa has attacked ANC facilities 
in neighbouring countries which are infiltrating routes 
for terrorists attacking South African targets. We have a 
right to attack these facilities; the U.S. has no right to 
contemplate attacking the Libyan plant. Yet the U.S. 
always defends its own actions while accusing South 
Africa of aggression against neighbours.” “Representa- 
tives of 100 nations are meeting for five days in Paris, 
from today, to try to enforce a ban on the use of chemical 
weapons.” “It is here that the question of chemical 
weapons plants, including Libya's, should be thrashed 
out—not by raids or dog-fights over the Mediterranean.” 


Terreblanche Troubles Relieve CP—The AWEP split, 
“especially the fall from political grace of its leader, Mr 
Eugene Terreblanche, has come as a relief to the Conser- 
vative Party,” writes THE CITIZEN in a 9 January 
editorial on page 6. Although the AWB was an election 
ally and CP leader Dr Andries Treurnicht never repudi- 
ated t..c AWB’s extremist activities or the links between 
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the two, “he must have been embarrassed by having to 
rely on the assistance of this neo-Nazi movement.” ‘The 
trouble with the CP was that it wanted so desperately to 
unseat the National Party that it welcomed all the help it 
could get—even from such an extretusi organization 
like the AWB.” “The CP has other problems, too.” 
Boksburg’s return to petty apartheid “has awakened 
many people, not just residents of Boksburg, to the 
dangers of the CP’s back-to-apartheid philosophy.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Timid Assessment of Future—**Like the man who was 
modest because he has much to be modest about, South 
Africans as a nation have every reason to be timid in 
their assessment of their future—there is much to be 
timid about,” says an editorial on page 4 of the Johan- 
nesburg BUSINESS DAY in English of 9 January. “Yet 
by such modest standards, the prospect ahead looks far 
better than the dreadful years that lie immediately 
behind us. At the top of the list, by any measure, is the 
probability—even the likelihood—that Namibia will be 
steered into independence, and that South Africa’s long 
and thankless mandate will finally run out.” “On the 
political front, the need for modesty increases sharply. 
No solution—we might as well be blunt—will be found 
in the coming year to any of the country’s major political 
problems.” “This does not, however, mean that there 
will be no progress. The apartheid state is transforming 
itself by the day, as anybody who has eyes to see can 
confirm by looking around, and it is often doing so with 
a remarkable degree of tolerance and patience.” 


SOWETAN 


CP Policy Insults Carletonville—The Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 9 January suggests on page 9 
that “the people of Carletonville—who are being 
insulted by Conservative Party apartheid policy—take a 
leaf from the people of Boksburg who were treated 
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similarly. We are not suggesting that they boycott the 
city, as that is against the law. What we do suggest is that 
they should not allow themselves to be insulted by 
visiting lily-white parks or any other apartheid facilities 
that discriminate against inem. There is no law that says 
people should be insulted in this way. If Carletonville 
wishes to be white, let it bear the consequences of such 
apartheid action.” “The reactionaries need to be shown 
that they are welcome to go their ways, and be isolated in 
their racial exclusivity.” 


RAPPORT 


Afrikaner Lesson in Terreblanche Affair—“Only Mr 
Eugene Terreblanche ard his companion can tell the true 
Story of the most unusual (to say the least) occurence at 
Paardekraal,”” says a page !0 editorial in Johannesburg 
RAPPORT in Afrikaans on 8 January. “Whether the 
well-spoken and noisy orator will easily be pushed from 
his throne, despite the dispute over leadership being 
brought to a head by the Paardekraal incident, is doubt- 
ful.” “If he remains leader of the AWB, only blind 
followers will still see him as a leader, in the true sense of 
the word.” “Even though the mantle of leadership clearly 
does not suit him, he has fascinated many Afrikaners 
with his vision of an Afrikaner state. How? By leading 
his people, as a true leader, to a fancy ideal so as to bring 
out the best in the Afrikaner?” “The purpose of the 
events surrounding Mr Terreblanche (if a man like him 
can be of any purpose) is that the many Afrikaners 
fascinated by the message of Afrikaner exclusiveness 
must consider the matter very carefully. If the messenger 
is weighed in the balance and found wanting, what about 
the message? The lesson should be more than clear to any 
Afrikaner: He must turn to other leaders (and there are 
enough of them) who clothe themselves and the Afri- 
kaner with dignity in the world’s eyes through the 
message they bring. This is the kind of leader Eugene 
Terreblanche never was before Paardekraal and never 
will be after Paardekraal.” 
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Angola 


UNITA Reports Killing 30 Angolan Soldiers 
AU1001074589 Paris AFP in English 2250 GMT 
9 Jan 89 


[Text] Lisbon, Jan 9 (AFP)}—Angolan rebels killed 30 
Marxist government troops on Friday and attacked an 
oil field destroying installations in the north on Satur- 
day, the UNITA rebels said in a statement released here 
Monday. 


The oil field was 27 kilometres (18 miles) from Soyo 
town in Zaire province, the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola (UNITA) said. 


The troops were killed in several operations in the 
provinces of North Kuanza and Luanda. 


UNITA said it had lost two men and another five had 
been wounded. 


MPLA Party Declaration on Cubans 
MB1001091089 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 9 Jan 89 


(“Declaration” of the MPLA-Labor Party Political Bureau 
on the withdrawal of the first contingent of Cuban troops 
from Angola; issued on 9 January in Luanda] 


[Text] Angolan people, comrades, and compatriots: 


The date 10 January 1989 will go down in our revolu- 
tionary history as a very important date, particularly 
regarding relations between the People’s Republic of 
Angola and the Republic of Cuba. The date is important 
not only because we will mark the return of the first 
contingent of Cuban troops to their fatherland, but also 
because their internationalist mission resulted in impor- 
tant achievements registered in our history. 


The Cuban alliance to the African continent dates back 
many centuries, when thousands of African slaves were 
shipped to Cuba and other countries, thus enriching the 
bourgeoise in Europe and America. 


The cry of liberty was resounded from Cuba to Africa by 
people like (Antonio Maceu), Jose Marti, (Camilo Cien- 
fuegos), and Ernesto Che Guevara, as well as vibrant 
(?voices) of distinguished poets like (Nicola Die). These 
deep historic and cultural ties gave a particular signifi- 
cance to the first political contacts between Cuban patriots 
and Angolan nationalists toward the end of the 50's. 


One pioneer of this friendship was (Vieira Hernandes), a 
Cuban citizen and crew member of a U.S.-flagged cargu 
ship who was (?detained) in Luanda in 1959. 


Commander Che Guevara, accompanied by other revo- 
lutionaries, met in 1965 with the MPLA leadership in 
Congo-Brazzaville within the framework of rendering 
assistance to the Angolan people's struggle for national 
liberation. 
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It is also an historic fact that Cuban instructors gave 
valuable assistance by training MPLA guerrilla detach- 
ments and squadrons in Maionga forests. In this frame- 
work, we would like to remember the (Caminga) squad- 
ron, which included militant (Deolinda Rodrigues) 
founder of the Angolan Women’s Organization. Some 
Angolans, even back then, benefited from scholarships in 
Cuba in hopes of serving their people and country after 
achieving national independence. 


The Angolan people achieved their independence in 1975. 
It was also the year mankind observed one of the noblest 
examples of proletariat internationalism in our era. 


After the defeat of Portuguese colonialism and as our 
heroic and generous people were preparing to celebrate 
peacefully the achievement of their right to self-determi- 
nation and independence, the Angolan territory was 
brutally invaded both in the north and south by foreign 
forces attempting to install in our country, contrary to 
the course of history, a regime that would surrender to 
international imperialism. 


Our FAPLA forces, established before formation of a 
regular army, were not in a position to face such a large 
scale invasion of regular forces supported by armored 
cars, trucks, powerful artillery, and various kinds of 
support. The invading forces advanced toward northern 
Angola, up to 20 km from Luanda, 700 km deep inside 
Angolan territory. 


The invasion began on 14 October 1975. Through this 
invasion, the apartheid regime, encouraged by ithe then 
U.S. Ford administration [words indistinct] the resistance 
of the Angolan people. Had the apartheid regime achieved 
its objective, this would have had unpredictable conse- 
quences not only for the liberty of the southern African 
peoples, but also, undoubtedly, for other states on the 
continent [words indistinct] the struggle of the fraternal 
peoples against colonialism, racism, and imperialism. 


On the eve of our liberty, the MPLA movement, and the 
Angolan fatherland, we were fully aware of the decision 
to adopt [words indistinct] solidarity of the progressive 
and peace-loving forces. It was in this context that late 
President Antonio Agostinho Neto asked for military 
assistance from Cuba; the USSR; other friendly coun- 
tries like Yugoslavia, Ethiopia, Guinea-Conakry, Guinea 
Bissau, Algeria, Mozambique; and all worldwide pro- 
gressive forces. The unwavering determination of the 
Angolan people, with the unfailing support of the valiant 
Cuban internationalist fighters and the decisive support 
rendered by the USSR and other progressive states, 
thwarted the entire military strategy to destroy the 
MPLA and install backward forces to power. The Ango- 
lan people’s enemies never believed it possible for the 
MPLA to emerge from this conspiracy victorious and 
found themselves forced to flee in disarray toward the 
southern and northern borders. We broke the myth of 
the South African Army's invincibility [words indistinct] 
of liberty for the first time in Africa on 27 March 1976. 


FBIS-AFR-89-006 
10 January 1989 


Angolan people, comrades, and compatriots: 


Despite the thwarting of their militarist designs, the 
Republic of South Africa was so arrogant that it did not 
desist in its attempts to install in Angola a regime 
favorable to its expansionist designs through direct acts 
of aggression and through the puppet gangsters that it 
trained, armed, and deployed in vast areas of our 
national territory. 


Encouraged by successive U.S. administrations, the 
Republic of South Africa not only violated the UN reso- 
lution on the illegality of its mandate over Namibia, but 
also transformed the territory into a permanent base of 
aggression against the People’s Republic of Angola. Like- 
wise, it took advantage of the so-called policy of linkage, 
which linked Namibian independence to the withdrawal of 
Cuban internationalist troops from Angola. 


The Angolan and Cuban Governments reacted promptly 
to such maneuvers aimed at continued illegal occupation 
of Namibia and political and military destabilization of 
the People’s Republic of Angola. The People’s Republic 
of Angola and the Republic of Cuba issued a 10-point 
joint statement in February |982 that was supported by 
the entire international community. It recalled the rea- 
sons for the presence of Cuban internationalist troops in 
Angola and disclosed the initiatives already adopted by 
both countries in 1978, 1979, and 1981 to reduce grad- 
ually Cuban forces in Angola. 


It became quite clear that Namibian independence, 
which was demanded by the entire international com- 
munity, had nothing to do with a bilateral and sovereign 
issue, such as the Cuban presence in the People’s Repub- 
lic of Angola, made within the framework of UN Charter 
Article 51. What is more, it is an undeniable historic fact 
that the initiative for the gradual and phased withdrawal 
of Cuban internationalist troops [words indistinct] 
demanded only from the Republic of South Africa the 
respect for independence, sovereignty, and territorial 
integrity of the People’s Republic of Angola. Both at the 
internal and bilateral level—with the OAU, the United 
Nations, and the Nonaligned Movement—the People’s 
Republic of Angola, on its own or in a joint agreement 
with the Republic of Cuba, mounted decisive steps 
forward, which, if they had been reciprocated in good 
faith, would have long ago permitted the elimination of 
the climate of tension in southwestern Africa and the 
sparing of human lives and important economic and 
financial resources vital to developing the region and our 
people’s progress and welfare. 


It was in this context that the two sides in April 1976 
reduced the Cuban internationalist troops by over one- 
third, but were forced to interrupt this process following 
new foreign threats to the People’s Republic of Angola. 


An identical process had again to be interrupted in 1978 
because of the brutal air attack on Cassinga refugee 
camp, which killed over 1,300 people. 
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The Angolan and Cuban Governments were forced to 
suspend the withdrawal process following the launching 
of the well-known (?Protea) operation in August 1981, 
which resulted in the occupation of part of Angolan 
territory. 


The Angolan and Cuban Governments, through their 
respective heads of state, jointly revealed on 19 March 
1984 their desire to resume the gradual and phased with- 
drawal of Cuban internationalist troops as soon as certain 
conditions were satisfied, including: unilaterally withdraw- 
ing South African forces from Angolan territory, imple- 
menting UN Security Council Resolution 435/78 on 
Namibian independence, ending any kind of aggression or 
threat of aggression against the People’s Republic of 
Angola, and ending support to the UNITA gangsters. 


Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, president of the 
People’s Republic of Angola, sent a letter to UN Secre- 
tary General Javier Perez de Cuellar on 17 November 
1984 informing him of [words indistinct] the Angolan 
Government to peacefully resolve the southwestern Afri- 
can problem as a gesture of goodwill and seriousness. 


After all this diplomatic effort, the People’s Republic of 
Angola contributed in good faith to the agreement 
reached in Lusaka in February 1984 that was flagrantly 
violated by the South African Government when it sent 
a commando group to destroy the Malongo oil complex 
in Cabinda the following year. Despite all this, the 
Angolan Government never lost hope for a peaceful 
solution and when it militarily defended its territorial 
integrity and national independence, it searched for new 
forms of struggle at the diplomatic level. 


Angolan people, comrades, and compatriots: 


The following were the principal factors that determined 
the end of the military arrogance of the apartheid regime 
and the signing—after 8 months of talks—of the Braz- 
zaville Protocol on 13 December 1988 and the New 
York agreements on 22 December 1988: the failure in 
the past 13 years of all South African Government 
attempts to impose a military situation on the People’s 
Republic of Angola that would have enabled them to 
install into power puppets in their service; the military 
defeats to its army at Cuito Cuanavale, Calueque, and 
Ruacana; and finally, the new international political 
climate and the Soviet peace initiatives. 


Special credit should go to the governments of the 
People’s Republic of the Congo and the Republic of 
Cape Verde, which spared no efforts to ensure the 
achievements of such agreements, thus contributing to 
the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 
435/78 on Namibian independence and to the security of 
the People’s Republic of Angola. 


The MPLA-Labor Party Central Committee Political 
Bureau considers that, in view of the newly-created 
peace prospects, the causes that lead the government of 
the People’s Republic of Angola to request assistance 
from Cuban internationalist troops under UN Charter 
Article 51 have been removed. 


The Cuban internationalist troops are, thus, trium- 
phantly returning to their fatherland confident that they 
have fulfilled their duty in an exemplary manner on the 
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side of a fraternal people with whom they possess deep 
historic and cultural ties and with the high honor of 
having contributed toward the elimination of colonial- 
ism on the African Continent. 


The MPLA-Labor Party Central Committee Political 
Bureau would like to pay heartfelt homage to the valiant 
Cuban fighters who, in an exemplary and brilliant man- 
ner, participated in one of the most noble epics of 
mankind. 


The MPLA-Labor Party Central Committee Political 
Bureau would like to pay its deep respect to the memory 
of all Cubans who, side by side with our glorious FAPLA 
forces, shed their blood in the struggle against South 
African invaders [words indistinct] that future genera- 
tions would be able to validate eternally. 


A special mention should go to Commander (Rau! Diaz 
Arguenya), who died in Cuanza Sul Province in 1975, 
thus becoming an internationalist hero and a living 
symbol of the struggle against foreign oppression and 
domination. 


Likewise, the Cuban fighters not only defended the 
People’s Republic of Angola from foreign threat, but also 
defended the frontline of a free Africa and highly con- 
tributed toward the recognition of the rights of peoples 
to decide their own destiny. 


The MPLA-Labor Party Central Committee Political 
Bureau calls on the entire Angolan nation and party 
members, in particular, to give a warm send-off to the 
Cuban internationalist fighters returning to their father- 
land through public functions and acts of solidarity. 


The MPLA-Labor Party Central Committee Political 
Bureau would like to express its highest sympathy and 
solidarity with the Namibian people fighting to attain 
their independence. Likewise, it would like to express its 
sympathy and solidarity with the South African people 
who are courageously fighting against the apartheid 
regime and for the establishment of a truly democratic 
and just society. 


The MPLA-Labor Party Central Committee Political 
Bureau would like to express its firmest decision to con- 
tinue to fight to safeguard the independence, sovereignty, 
and territorial integrity of the People’s Republic of Angola 
and call on our FAPLA forces—our organs of security and 
internal order—as well as on all the Angolan people, to 
redouble vigilance, cohesion, and national unity. 


The MPLA-Labor Party Central Committee Political 
Bureau would like to once again call on all Angolans, 
without exception, to embrace the ongoing policy of 
clemency and national harmonization and reaffirm the 
contents of the amnesty law approved by the People’s 
Assembly Standing Commission. 
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Honor and glory to our heroes! Long live proletariat 
internationalism! 


Long live the eternal friendship between Angola and 
Cuba! 


The struggle continues! Victory is certain! 


Foreign Minister To Attend Talks in Paris 
MB0601202289 Luanda ANGOP in Portugese 
1930 GMT 6 Jan 89 


[Text] Luanda, 6 Jan (ANGOP)—Angolan External Rela- 
tions Minister Afonso van Dunem Mbinda is expected to 
attend a meeting in Paris on mechanisms to apply UN 
Security Council Resolution 435/78 on Namibian inde- 
pendence. 


The Angolan external relations minister, who left Luanda 
last night, will join his counterparts from Mozambique, 
Tanzania, and Zimbabwe for a meeting on the Namibian 
question with the foreign ministers of the five countries 
that are permanent members of the UN Security Council. 
An international conference on the prohibition of chemi- 
cal weapons is also expected to be heid in Paris on 
Saturday. 


The mechanisms to start implementing UN Security 
Council Resolution 435/78 on Namibian independence 
are still stalled in the Security Council, following a U.S. 
proposal to reduce the UN force that will control elec- 
tions in Namibia as of | April. The United States wants 
the UN force to be reduced for financial reasons to 3,500 
men from the 7,500 recommended by the United 
Nations. This proposal has already been rejected by the 
Security Council members from the Nonaligned Move- 
ment, who feel that it is aimed at enabling the Pretoria 
authorities to turn the electoral process in Namibia into 
a farce. 


* Cost of Maintaining Cuban Troops Examined 
34420028 Lisbon O DIABO in Portuguese 
15 Nov 88 p 25 


[Text] Among those pleased with the triumph of George 
Bush, the leader of the UNITA, Jonas Savimbi, is doubt- 
less one of the happiest. In fact, like other anticommunist 
leaders in the Third World, for example those of Nicaragua 
and Afghanistan, Savimbi can only gain as a result of the 
success of Bush, and above all, he would have had much to 
lose had Dukakis won the White House post. 


Joy and Relief in Jamba 


For this very reason, Jamba was one of the places where 
8 November was celebrated with the greatest enthusi- 
asm. Among other things, this is because the lives of the 
people there were at stake, and the modern antiaircraft 
weapons supplied by Washington piay a great role in 
protecting those who live there. 
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From any point of view, the election in the United States 
was a major and a key unknown factor in the develop- 
ment of the situation. It could even be said that the main 
partners and interested parties in the negotiations con- 
cerning Angola and Namibia were awaiting its outcome. 
And the Cuban and MPLA negotiators were counting 
heavily on a Dukakis win, based not only on the results 
of the polls in May and June, but also thanks to the open 
optimism of their analysis. Thus the main strategy 
separating the “allies”"—in the United States, South 
Africa, and the UNITA—had greatly to do with the 
presumption that a radical change in the policy of 
Washington towards southern Africa would lead to a 
sudden weakening of Pretoria, and even more impor- 
tant, of Savimbi. 


But it is still too early for optimism. Despite the growing 
popular discontent and despite the ruin of the Angolan 
economy, which has been aggravated by the drop in oil 
prices, there is nothing to indicate that the Soviets and 
the Cubans will be inclined to abandon Angola so soon. 
At least there are no statements pointing in that direc- 
tion, much less any actions. 


Cubans Still Arriving 


For example, in the full four-party talks in June, Fidei 
Castro himself announced an increase in his military 
contingent in Angola. About 6,000 men had already 
arrived from Havana in April and May. In June, another 
8,000, the majority of them veterans of the wars in 
Angola and Ethiopia, arrived to strengthen this complex. 


At the same time, the Cubans were advancing toward the 
area south of the Mocamedes Railroad, accompanied by 
ANC and SWAPO troops, armed and supplied with 
FAPLA uniforms and equipment. According to South 
African military intelligence, these forces, which 
advanced as far as the northwestern boundary of Nami- 
bia, now total approximately 20,000 men. 


The equipment these troops have is also impressive, and 
this has created a regional imbalance in the forces. A 
squadron of MiG-23’s is permanently assigned to the 
Lubango (formerly Sa da Bandeira) Air Base. The 
Xangongo (formerly Rocadas) and Ngiva (formerly 
Pereira de Eca) runways have also been repaired so that 
they can be used by these aircraft. 


The antiaircraft coverage established for the purpose of 
challenging South African aircraft is powerful as well. It 
includes the new Gopher SA-13 ground-to-air missile 
launchers, which have a range of 11 km. There are 
batteries of BM-21 (122-mm) multiple rocket launchers 
with a range of 20 km, and some of the new BM-24 
(240-mm) type to complete this equipment. It is esti- 
mated that these forces are equipped with more than 300 
combat vehicles. 
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The Price of Internationalist Aid 


The feeling of the military observers, then, is that the 
Cubans will remain, and they say that anything that may 
seem to indicate the contrary 1s nothing but a stratagem 
to gain time. Cuba currently has about 50,000 soldiers on 
active duty in Angola, plus about | 20,000 “cooperative 
workers,”’ who are armed civilians. If to these figures we 
add about 20,000 “internationalist combatants” from 
Havana who have already been granted “Angolan 
nationality,” we have an impressive occupying force of 
80,000 men, and this number has been increasing at a 
very rapid rate this year, above all in recent months. 


Angola pays Cuba about $350 million a year as the price 
of these mercenaries. Apart from this sum, the govern- 
ment in Luanda is paying for the food and lodging of the 
troops and the cooperative workers, who are paid an 
average of about 6,000 kwanzas, the equivalent of $200. 
This is “pocket money” they can spend in the “special 
people's stores” reserved for the high party officials. 
These are the only stores, apart from the black market, 
where one can find anything to buy. This comes to more 
than $16 million per month in wages, or an annual total 
of more than $200 million! If we include food and 
various types of equipment, the Cuban Expeditionary 
Corps is costing Angola $600 million annually, which is 
a third, more or less, of the gross income from oil. Thus 
it is not surprising that there is hunger and poverty, or 
that there is steadily increasing hatred of the Cubans on 
the part of the people and the FAPLA soldiers them- 
selves, for it is they, after all, who are bearing the main 
burden of the civil war. 


But also as a result of all of this, Castro does not want to 
or cannot leave Angola. Cuba is a poor country and this 
export of cannon fodder, while at the same time provid- 
ing political influence and helping to alleviate domestic 
tensions, is providing him with substantial resources. 


To speak the truth, the Cubans will only leave Angola 
when it costs them more to stay than to leave. 


* President's Statements on UNITA Noted 
34420021b Lishon TEMPO in Portuguese 
13 Oct 88 p 23 


[Article by Handel de Oliveira: “The Contradictions of 
the Angolan President’’] 


{Text} Unlike UNITA, the MPLA does not have a true 
plan for national reconciliation and peace, as is evident 
from the interviews which the president of the People’s 
Republic of Angola, Jose Eduardo dos Santos, gave to 
LIBERATION and to THE NEW YORK TIMES. To the 
first he replied that he would agree to the possibility of a 
dialogue with UNITA and the continued presence of 
Jonas Savimbi in the country, and to the second he said 
categorically that UNITA “has been militarily defeated 
and the weak cannot impose the political rules of the 
game,” further pointing out that Savimbi would be the 
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only rebel leader “not to receive clemency,” since his was 
a “special case." Despite this, international pressures are 
mounting to persuade Luanda to agree to hold talks with 
UNITA. “Negotiations with UNITA are inevitable,” 
international observers have concluded, and in addition 
to the growing number of African countries recommend- 
ing these talks, even the USSR and Cuba are putting 
pressure on Luanda to follow this path. 


Begun in May, some 5 months ago, the quadripartite 
negotiations on independence for Namibia and the disin- 
ternationalization of the civil war in Angola have achieved 
positive results much more quickly than initially antici- 
pated. According to the latest information, since the meet- 
ing of delegations from Angola, Cuba, South Africa, and 
the United States, which took place very discreetly in New 
York from last Wednesday to Sunday, the final stage in the 
negotiating process has begun. In other words, South 
Africa, which withdrew from Angola all its troops that had 
been supporting UNITA, is still willing to begin the 
process of independence for Namibia on | November, in 
accordance with UN resolutions. A final agreement on the 
withdrawal of the 50,000-60,000 Cubans fighting on the 
side of the MPLA-PT, i.e., the government's side, is still 
pending. Contrary to what was reported in THE NEW 
YORK TIMES last Sunday, this agreement has still not 
established 30 months as the period for withdrawal. South 
African President Peter Botha, who has been to Switzer- 
land on a personal visit, is supposed to arrive Saturday in 
Lisbon. 


Obvious Internal Divisions in the MPLA 


The opinion is virtually unanimous that the reason 
progress has not been achieved any more rapidly is 
basically because of the intransigence of the Luanda 
government, which has maintained an undefined posi- 
tion throughout the process explicable only by the divi- 
sions within the MPLA. Luandan authorities, who are 
more reluctant than the Cubans themselves on an early 
Cuban withdrawal from Angola (2 to 2 2 years) and are 
also opposed to the rapid withdrawal of a large number 
of Cubans to the North starting | November, the date set 
for the beginning of preparations for elections to the 
Namibian Constituent Assembly, still refuse to negotiate 
with UNITA representatives, despite mounting interna- 
tional pressures to do so. The United States is no longer 
the only one applying pressure; now even the Soviet 
Union and Cuba, along with a number of African coun- 
tries such as Gabon, the Congo, and the Ivory Coast, are 
doing so too. 


Albeit in maximum secrecy, for the past few months 
there have been contacts between representatives of the 
Soviet Union and Cuba and UNITA leaders, as was clear 
from the release of the two Havana pilots held prisoner 
by Savimbi’s men, and from statements by Moscow 
leaders. A UNITA leader with whom we spoke in Lisbon 
refused to give any further information on these meet- 
ings. “We neither confirm nor deny them. The time is 
not yet right.” 
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Hesitations and Vagueness of Luanda’s Policy 


In the first two interviews he granted to the international 
press after the start of the quadripartite negotiations in 
May, President Eduardo dos Santos made it clear that 
Luanda’s policy was hesitant and vague as regards the 
entire process. He told LIBERATION that he had agreed 
to talks with UNITA and even to Jonas Savimbi's 
continued presence in Angola. When he spoke with THE 
NEW YORK TIMES, he denied meetings with UNITA 
and even more strongly Savimbi's renewed strength. 


As regards the possibility of agreeing to a solution similar 
to the one in Chad, for instance, where the government 
negotiated with opposition groups without a military 
victory, he had this to say to Stephen Smith from 
LIBERATION: 


“If you were to analyze the current military situation in 
Angola, you would find that UNITA no longer controls 
any provinces or cities, or even any important economic 
zones. After the withdrawal of South African troops, 
UNITA will not be able to continue its guerrilla warfare. 
This being the case, our situation is not similar to 
Chad's. But the formula lused in Chad—with some 
adjustments—could also be applied in Angola.” 


In this case, the reporter asked “if the UNITA rebels are 
just puppets supported by South Africa,” why can’t 
progress be made towards finding a military solution? 
Eduardo dos Santos replied: 


“Our objective is not to eliminate Angolans but to free 
them from foreign interests. Therefore, if we can accept 
a government that is legitimate and for all Angolans, why 
should there be war? Why kill any more people? 


The LIBERATION reporter went on: “To obtain a 
cease-fire, there has to be a confrontation, in other words 
a dialogue with UNITA. Are you wiiling to do that?” 


“That is a possiblity,” the Angolan President admitted, 
and added: 


“Talks with a group of persons, or with leaders, or even 
at a grass-roots level—anything is possible. The most 
important thing is to arrive at a political solution that 
meets the interests of the Angolan people. But this is an 
issue of the future.” 


Justifying the war, Eduardo dos Santos then said: 
“Angola is waging war to defend itself. We have never 
fought outside our borders. Internally, we are fighting 
UNITA because it is resorting to force against a legal and 
legitimate government. But what we want is to achieve 
peace—a just peace, an honorable peace for all.” The 
reporter then asked whether this “honorable peace for 
all” also included Savimbi, to which he replied, “yes, 
precisely, honorable for Jonas Savimbi as well.” The 
reporter then retorted that after a national reconciliation 
without any prior conditions, the friends of the UNITA 
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leader might not try to make him understand that his 
continued presence in Luanda would be inconceivable 
and that he would have to go into a golden exile. 
Eduardo dos Santos commented: 


“It 1s still premature to make a decision on this possibl- 
ity. Let’s give Jonas Savimbi time to reflect on this 
matter. He knows Angola. I believe that he knows very 
well how hard it would be for him to justify his decision 
to resort to arms. However, at the present time, we 
cannot say what arrangements or possibilities may exist. 
I think that they will arise as the international situation, 
as well as the internal situation, with regard to Angola 
becomes clearer, taking into account the forces 
involved.” 


Accentuated Radicalism 


In his replies to James Brooke of THE NEW YORK 
TIMES, Eduardo dos Santos was much more radical. He 
said categorically that “from a strategic standpoint, 
UNITA has been militarily defeated and the weak can- 
not impose the political rules of the game,” and he noted 
that “political reconciliation would begin in Angola once 
UNITA’s external military aid was withdrawn.” 


He later said that “Angola is not like Nigeria or the 
United States,” citing two countries that use quota 
systems to offset power imbalances, and in the case in 
point, to place members of the Ovimbundu tribe in the 
Luanda government (which up to now have been poorly 
represented since they are Savimbi’s main support), 
since “there are soldiers and officers from this tribe in 
the Armed Forces, and not just a few, but probably the 
majority.” He also said that the only leader who would 
not receive clemency would be Jonas Savimbi, since this 
was a “special case.” “It will be difficult for the Angolan 
people to forget what has happened and all the evil Jonas 
Savimbi has caused,” he explained. 


* Oil Sale To Double Trade With Portugal 
34420028b Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 13 Nov 88 p | 


[Text] An agreement to purchase oi! from Angola which 
has now been concluded will double the trade between 
Luanda and Lisbon, DIARIO DE NOTICIAS has 
learned from diplomatic sources. The official announce- 
ment concerning this agreement wil! be made tomorrow 
by Secretary of State for Foreign Affaers and Coopera- 
tion Durao Barroso at the conclusion of his visit to 
Angola, where he has participated in the celebration of 
the 13th anniversary of that country’s winning of inde- 
pendence. 


During his stay, Durao Barroso had talks with various 
Angolan ministers, and it can be anticipated that a 
“package” of Portuguese-Angolan agreements, with the 
oil purchase contract outstanding among them, has been 
completed. 
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The negotiations were sponsored by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and involved examination of some tech- 
nical resources, and contracts with third parties, since 
the type of oil Angola exports is not precisely that 
adapted to Portugal's needs. Therefore, the agreement is 
expected to involve a system for exchanging various 
types with other countries. 


It will be remembered that the volume of Angolan 
exports to Portugal was assessed at a value of about half 
a million contos at the end of 1987, while imports came 
to a total of 2.8 million contos. 


* Exiles Plan To Return, Make Statements 
34420021a Lishon O INDEPENDENTE in Portuguese 
28 Oct 88 p 20 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] In Lisbon this week a “group 
of Angolan citizens,” made up of and backed by exiles in 
Europe and estimated to number about 100,000, 
emerged and stated their intention to return to Angola. 
In a document they prepared, the group explicitly recog- 
nizes Eduardo dos Santos as the legitimate president of 
Angola. The document makes no reference whatsoever 
to UNITA, and, as regards future contacts, it “favors the 
Presidency of the Republic of Angola.” 


Everything points to the fact that various pressure 
groups both within and outside Angola, from the Ango- 
lan Democrats to groups of students in Lisbon, are 
getting ready to form a major political front in support of 
the regime, or at least its pragmatic sector, in the 
upcoming internal negotiations. There 1s talk in Luanda 
of a ministerial reshuffling, which could include the 
appointment of independents. 


Mozamique 


Renamo Chief Dhlakama Interviewed on Conditions 
AU0701211289 Hamburg DIE WELT in German 
6 Jan 89 p § 


[First interview by a German newspaper” with Renamo 
chief Alfonso Dhlakama by DIE WELT correspondent 
Monika Germani “in a secret bush camp” in Mozambi- 
que: “Our Only Condition Is Free Elections’; date not 
given] 


[Text] DIE WELT: Mr President, which areas are being 
controlled by your organization in Mozambique? 


Dhliakama: Renamo is fighting in all 10 provinces of the 
country. In every province we control most rural areas 
including most districts. The enemy only controls the big 
provincial cities, while the district cities are under our 
control. Thus, Renamo is controlling the largest part of 
the country and has pushed Frelimo back into the cities 


DIE WELT: Then, why have you not been able to take 
over the government? 
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Dhlakama: We would have done this long ago, if there 
were no foreign troops in the country to support Frelimo. 
Zimbabwe has permanently stationed 15,000 men. In 
addition, there are a great number of soldiers who are 
continually invading our country across the open border 
to Zimbabwe and Tanzania. Since the so-called with- 
drawal of the Tanzanian troops began, about half of the 
former contingent, about 3,000 men, have remained in 
the north, in Niassa and Cabo Delgado. 


DIE WELT: Has Mozambique not thus become the 
playground of foreign troops? Does the presence of 
troops from Zimbabwe not actually equal an annexation 
of the Beira Strait? 


Dhiakama: Zimbabwe has strong interests there—the 
railroad line, for instance. It is the task of the Zimba- 
bwean troops to prevent an assumption of power by 
Renamo. We are an ideological threat to the Marxist 
dictatorship in Zimbabwe. A confederation of both 
countries with Mugabe as president and Chissano as 
premier has already been negotiated by the two dictator- 
ships. Mugabe repeatedly stated in Parliament that he 
will fight to the last man in Mozambique. This shows 
that he considers the fighting in Mozambique as a 
national war and as his own war. 


DIE WELT: Are you willing to form « government of 
national reconciliation with Frelimo? 


Dhlakama: Yes, this has always been our goal. Frelimo 
refuses any national reconciliation. Our only condition 
for a national reconciliation are county-wide, free elec- 
tions. The people must decide which form of govern- 
ment they want. 


DIE WELT: Has Renamo any infrastructure in its areas? 
Are there schools or hospitals? Are you able to form a 
government? 


Dhizkama: Today Mozambique is divided into two 
areas. One is ruled by Renamo, the other by Frelimo. 
Frelimo is represented in the urban areas, we are admin- 
istering the rural areas. We are building schools, hospi- 
tals, and even farms. Even Frelimo is calling on the 
people to make use of them so that parents can send their 
children to school again, for instance. In the areas that 
are ruled by Renamo there is a considerably better 
infrastructure than in those of Frelimo. Frelimo is even 
conducting trade with us in order to ensure food supply 
in the cities. 


DIE WELT: And how long is the war going to continue? 


Dhiakama: If it were just for me, it would be over tomor- 
row. However, I do not believe that it will go on for very 
long. Already now the country is completely destroyed. 
The government is at the end of its tether. It is completely 
dependent on foreign aid. Today the West, Great Britain, 
Italy, France, the United States, and South Africa are 
paying for the war and the arms arsenal of the Soviet 
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Union in Mozambique. The people cannot bear this any 
longer. Soon circumstances will emerge which will force 
Frelimo to decide on ending the civil war. 


DIE WELT: South Africa argues that the civil war will 
continue just the other way round, if your organization 
forms the government. Then Frelimo would practically 
take over your role. 


Dhlakama: If we were to take over the government and 
grant democratic freedoms to the people, the opposition 
and Frelimo, too, will not have any reason to start a 
guerrilla war. The people would ask why they are fighting 
and turning their weapons against those who have cho- 
sen the government in free elections. 


DIE WELT: How many people have died in this war so 
far? 


Dhlakama: Thousands. Frelimo does not dare to attack 
our soldiers directly. Frelimo and the foreign troops— 
Zimbabweans and Tanzanians—are waging war against 
the civilian population. They know that guerrillas are 
most easily hurt if one terrorizes their followers. The 
Strategy is to kill everybody who supports Renamo. We 
are like fish in the water—if one drains off the water, the 
fish die. The people are the water in which we swim and 
survive, therefore Frelimo is using arms against the 
villages. 


DIE WELT: Renamo is automatically held responsible 
for any excesses Committed against the civilian popula- 
tion in Mozambique. Why? 


Dhlakama: The Frelimo government has all means of 
propaganda in the country. It is able to influence the 
international media. Mozambique is surrounded by 
States that do not support Renamo and promote this 
propaganda. The government does not want to admit 
that there is a civil war in the country. This would 
endanger Frelimo’s international reputation as the rec- 
ognized government of Mozambique. Frelimo knows 
very well that the people support us. 


DIE WELT: Frelimo and foreign troops stationed in 
Mozambique are killing the population. Does this not 
constitute genocide? 


Dhlakama: This is genocide. In June Zimbabwean para- 
troopers attacked the villages of Chiromo, Chire, 
Milange, and Morumbala in Zambezi and killed men, 
women, and children. In May Frelimo and Zimbabwean 
soldiers bombed a school in Sofala. Sixty schoolchildren 
were killed. Nobody hears anything about this. Our 
communications network is insufficient. Frelimo, how- 
ever, has concluded secret security agreements with its 
neighbors, including South Africa. None of these coun- 
tries will spread propaganda that is detrimental to Fre- 
limo. Malawi does no longer report that Frelimo soldiers 
are fleeing across the border because of us. It is also no 
longer mentioned when Frelimo bombs villages in 
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Mozambique and the people flee to Malawi and Zimba- 
bwe. Zimbabwe's government cannot admit that its 
troops are also responsible for bombings. It claims that 
Renamo is responsible for the attacks on civilians. 
However, we do not have any planes with which we 
could drop bombs on old women and children. 


DIE WELT: Does Renamo cross the border into Zimba- 
bwe? 


Dhiakama: In April 1987, I called on Zimbabwe to 
withdraw from Mozambique. They are in Mozambique 
because they want war. This gives us the right to enter 
Zimbabwe. At present, Renamo has positions in Zimba- 
bwe from where we attack targets that are exclusively 
military in nature. 


DIE WELT: Has the conclusion of the Nkomati agree- 
ment decisively changed your situation? Are you embit- 
tered about the help Frelimo is now getting from your 
former ally? 


Dhiakama: No, I am not embittered. We were never 
dependent on South Africa. It had sympathetic feelings 
for us. We are a national movement that fights in 
Mozambique. The accord is a matter that concerns 
exclusively South Africa and the government in Maputo. 
Maputo concluded the agreement because it assumed 
that Renamo is dependent on South Africa, and South 
Africa, on its part, wanted to get rid of the African 
National Congress in the capital city. We are still here 
and we continue to fight. At present we have the para- 
doxical situation that South Africa has become Frelimo’s 
most important ally and guarantees its survival. 


DIE WELT: What does Cahora Bassa mean to you, why 
is it being sabotaged? 


Dhlakama: It is one of our most important strategic 
targets, Secause South Africa pays a considerable 
amount of money to the government in Maputo for the 
electricity that is delivered. With this money the govern- 
ment buys tanks, planes, and arms. When we sabotage 
Cahora Bassa, we are cutting the inflow of foreign 
currency for armament. 


DIE WELT: What price would South Africa or another 
country have to pay so that you stop your acts of 
sabotage against Cahora Bassa? 


Dhiakama: Cahora Bassa is the largest project in south- 
ern Africa cannot be bought off with a tonne of ammu- 
nition or $25,000 by the superpowers. If there were a 
country that seriously intends to convince Frelimo of the 
need for peace in Mozambigu ra Bassa would 
again be functioning for the b ill of southern 
Africa. We do not want to nego 1§ just to talk to 
each other. Peace is the price that has to be paid for 
Cahora Bassa. 


DIE WELT: What is the number of your followers, how 
large is your army? 
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Dhlakama: The majority of the people are for us. Our 
army consists of 27,000 soldiers; 25,000 of them are 
trained and armed, 2,000 of them are being trained. 


DIE WELT: Does Renamo have prisoners of war? 


Dhlakama: No. Do not forget that this is a civil war. Our 
prisoners are Mozambicans and our brothers. We try to 
convince them that they have been abused. We give 
them the choice of fighting on our side or living with us. 
Not one of them has returned to Frelimo. If we capture 
foreigners, we try to send them back. We have some 
prisoners from Zimbabwe. Their government has not 
done anything for their release. We expect Zimbabwe to 
establish contacts with us in the foreseeable future. 


Zambia 


Grey Zulu Says IMF May Join Development Plan 
MB0601195089 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 6 Jan 89 


[Text] Party Secretary General Comrade Grey Zulu has 
said that the International Monetary Fund, IMF, has 
indicated willingness to join Zambia in the implementa- 
tion of the country’s fourth national development plan. 


Comrade Zulu said party and its government had no 
objection to the move of the IMF, but that it has been 
told it can join in on condition that it does not dictate to 
Zambia as to what the country should do or not to in the 
course of the plan’s implementation. He was speaking at 
a luncheon hosted for him in Rome yesterday by Zam- 
bia’s ambassador to Italy, Comrade Michael Lutuanyka. 


Comrade Zulu said the party and its government had 
made certain economic adjustments that would meet the 
IMF requirements and cited some of these as the linking 
of the kwacha to a basket of a number of international 
currencies and the step being taken for the gradual 
removal of subsidies on mealie meal with the complete 
withdrawal for those in high income group by 1992 and 
will only be extended to [words indistinct] 


Importance of Agriculture Cited 
MBO0701190589 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 7 Jan 89 


[Text] The party secretary general, Comrade Grey Zulu, 
has said Zambia has taken a bold decision to boost the 
agriculture industry after realizing that farming is the 
best of the economic development. [sentence as heard] 
Comrade Zulu said today that it is for this reason that 
the country engaged in feasibility study with Yugoslavia 
aimed at having a joint venture in agriculture. Speaking 
on the third leg of his official visit to Yugoslavia at 
[words indistinct] in northern Yugoslavia, Comrade 
Zulu said such cooperation is also aimed at consolidating 
ties between the two countries. Comrade Zulu said 
Zambia has placed emphasis on agriculture because it is 
the surest way that people can be fed, employed, and for 
the country to earn foreign exchange. 
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Benin 


Teachers Strike Actions Paralyze Schools 


Kerekou ‘Difficulties’ Cited 
ABO0901200989 Paris AFP in French 1829 GMT 
9 Jan 89 


[Text] Cotonou, 9 Jan (AFP)}—High schools in Cotonou 
and Porto Novo have been paralyzed by a wave of strike 
actions launched today by teachers to protest the non- 
payment of their salaries for several months. This was 
learned from reliable sources in Cotonou. The action 
might reach the universities, which have been placed 
under police and military surveillance to forestall possi- 
ble demonstrations, these sources point out. 


Students are quite worried about the turn of events in 
their country because the government intends to cancel 
all scholarships, and already the administration has 
closed its doors to university graduates for lack of money 
to employ new civil servants. Three groups of students, 
about 9,000 Beninese trained in Benin and abroad, are 
thus experiencing unemployment in their country, oppo- 
nents to President Mathieu Kerekou’s regime assert. 


In fact, President Mathieu Kerekou, who has been in 
power for 16 years, has been experiencing serious eco- 
nomic and political difficulties for over a year, observers 
note. The Beninese opposition groups, which have until 
now been gagged, seem to have regained their unity and 
have been increasingly active inside the country. 


The Communist Party of Dahomey (PCD) has, in fact, 
joined with several movements and individuals to form 
a National Salvation Committee (CSN) led by one of its 
founding members, Pascal Fantodji, who returned to 
Benin from exile in September, 1988, and has clandes- 
tinely distributed tracts calling for a revolt. The head of 
state must also keep a close eye on his Army after putting 
down two military plots, in March and June, 1988, 
involving officers serving at the presidency. 


The spectacular escape of two of the accused at the end 
of the year seemed to show that they still have many 
friends and that their movement is far from being 
beheaded. More than 100 persons were arrested imme- 
diately after these two attempted coups, and they have 
been held in military prisons in Cotonou, Porto Novo, 
and Parakou. 


The economic outlook does not seem to favor President 
Kerekou. The regime is facing very serious liquidity 
crisis and cannot pay its civil servants, some of whom 
have not been paid salaries for 3 and even 6 months a’ | 
their patience has begun to run out. 
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France granted emergency aid of 3.5 billion CFA francs, 
but this was not enough to resolve this crisis. The 
government, therefore, turned to the International Mon- 
etary Fund, with which it has been negotiating for many 
months on a structural adjustment program. But these 
negotiations have ended in a deadlock, reliable sources 
point out. 


Communique Issued 
ABO0901205089 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 9 Jan 89 


[Communique issued by the Federation of National 
Unions of Science and Culture Education in Cotonou, 
Benin on 9 January] 


[Text] Following rumors that some unknown and evil 
elements plan to invade and have all schools evacuated, 
school activities were disrupted in some schools in 
Cotonou and Porto Novo on the morning of Monday 9 
January 1989. In fact, some parenis, deeming it their 
duty to ensure the safety of their children, rushed to their 
children’s schools, causing unusual commotion around 
and inside some schools and colleges. 


In view of this situation, the Federation of National 
Unions of Science and Culture Education in Benin calls 
on all parents to be wary of this attempt at mind- 
poisoning, which is only aimed at disrupting public order 
and disturbing the peace and caim of the hard-working 
Beninese people. 


The executive committee of the federation congratulates 
headmasters and principals of schools and teachers in 
general for having assumed their responsibility by ensur- 
ing that classes proceed normally and security prevails in 
their schools. The executive committee calls on teachers 
of all kinds to show more courage, firmness, and deter- 
mination; to be increasingly vigilant; to take all neces- 
Sary measures to ensure the continued training of stu- 
dents in high schools throughout the country; and to 
head off any attempts at disorder in our schools. 


Ready for the revolution, the struggle continues! 
[Issued] in Cotonou on 9 January, 1989 


[Signed] Executive Committee of the Federation of 
National Unions of Science and Culture Education in 
Benin. 


Strike Spreads to Universities 
AB1001 133989 Paris AFP in French 1305 GMT 
10 Jan 89 


[Text] Cotonou, 10 Jan (AFP)}—The strike embarked 
upon yesterday by high school students in Cotonou and 
Porto Novo today spread to universities, where classes 
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were suspended, it was learned from reliable sources in 
Cotonou. The universities this morning summoned gen- 
eral assemblies to discuss whether to continue their 
strike action. 


The students, numbering 12,500, were protesting the non- 
payment for several months now of their scholarship 
grants and the intention of the government to suspend the 
granting of these scholarships beginning this year. For 4 
months now the government has not disbursed these 
grants, amounting to 100,000 CFA francs (Fr2,000) for 
each student. However, it has been learned from informed 
sources that the government hopes to make payments for 
September 1988 within the next few days. 


The situation was calm later in the day on the university 
campus, where there was no military presence. However, 
armed troops have been posted at Cotonou high schools, 
where classes have resumed, and the strike action con- 
tinued in Porto Nove. 


USSR Envoy, Acting President Review Ties 
AB0601213889 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 6 Jan 89 


[Excerpts] This morning, Romain Vilon Guezo, chair- 
man of the standing committee of the National Revolu- 
tionary Assembly and acting head of state, received 
Soviet Ambassador Valentin Paviov and Baudelaire 
Sourou, executive secretary of the Association for the 
Development of Oil Palms. After the meeting, Ambas- 
sador Pavlov told reporter Marcel Tchobo that he and 
Comrade Romain Vilon Guezo reviewed the current 
international situation and bilateral relations. 


[Begin Pavlov recording] We reviewed the current world 
situation and bilateral relations. Comrade Guezo 
showed great interest in the recent proposals made in 
New York by CPSU Secretary General Mikhail Gorba- 
chev at the 43d session of the UN General Assembly, 
and he welcomed them indeed. [passage omitted] 


We also examined bilateral relations, which are good and 
are developing steadily. However, the Soviet view—a 
view also shared by Comrade Vilon Guezo—s that there 
are still many other avenues of cooperation to be 
explored and developed. 


I then briefed him on the situation in Armenia after the 
very serious earthquake that destroyed the northern part 
of that Soviet republic. I took this opportunity to sin- 
cerely thank the Beninese president, leadership, and 
people for their solidarity and sympathy toward the 
Armenian victims. I would also like once again to wish a 
happy New Year to the friendly Beninese people. [end 
recording] [passage omitted] 
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Burkina Faso 


Compaore on Border Problems, Libya, DPRK 
{8090 / 185589 Ouagadougou Domestic Service 
in French 1300 GMT 9 Jan 89 


[Excerpts] The head of state continues his tour of the 
provinces. Yesterday Captain Blaise Compaore was in 
Douna, 50 km from Banfora. He received New Year's 
wishes from the diplomatic corps there, visited the 
Douna plains, and met with the popular organizations of 
Comoe Province. Blaise Compaore reiterated to mem- 
bers of the diplomatic corps the open-door policy of the 
Popular Front, the Third World debt, and solidarity with 
struggling peoples. The head of state also condemned 
American aggression against Libya and the arms race. 
[passage omitted]. 


In the evening. the presidential delegation met with the 
popular provincial organizations, and Dan Noel of 
Radio Bobo tells us about this meeting: 


[Noel] One must always explain things again and again 
to the masses. Revolutionaries must not avoid this duty. 
It is on the strength of this principle that the comrade 
chairman started the meeting with the popular organiza- 
tions during his political tour of Kenedougou and the 
Comoe. The representatives of the popular organizations 
that he mct expressed a desire for useful information to 
utilize in their propaganda and mobilization task. Both 
in Orodora and Banfora, the major town of the province 
that borders Ivory Coast, the militants raised the prob- 
lem of free circulation of persons and goods. They are 
victims of extortions by members of the Ivorian security 
forces at the border, where their property is plundered 
and where they are sometimes brutalized. They hoped 
for urgent solutions to these issues. 


In response, Comrade Compaore said the problem is a 
real one and is also encountered in Po in the Nauri 
Province, which borders Ghana. He added that the 
attention of these sister countries’ border authorities has, 
on several occasions, been drawn to this particular issue, 
but he also said that the root of the problem lies in the 
lifestyle of a whole society. He concluded that the 
problem does not result from relations between states. 


But in Banfora, the militants wanted to be briefed on the 
effects of our relations with certain friendly countries, 
like the DPRK. On this issue, Captain Compaore 
pointed out that relations with these countries must be 
assessed on the basis of anti-imperialist struggle. The 
DPRK and Burkina Faso are in solidarity in the anti- 
imperialist struggle, and this has a certain political 
advantage. In economic matters, despite the limited 
range of Korean assistance, there are nevertheless some 
points of satisfaction. The North Koreans have teamed 
up with us in mineral exploitation, especially gold min- 
ing. They have built some popular theaters and are 
participating in other projects by supplying building 
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materials. To this must be added the appreciable contr- 
bution of the Korean military instructors in the training 
of our military officers. An agreement has also been 
signed for the development of (7400) hectares of lanc by 
the Koreans in Soum Province. [passage o: vitted] 


Officials Meet With Mali Counterparts 
ABO0801 125089 Ouagadougou Domestic Service 
in French 0700 GMT 8 Jan 8&9 


[Excerpts] A meeting was held in Yatenga Province on 6 
January between the authorities from Kossi, Kenedou- 
gou, Sourou, and Yatenga Provinces and those from the 
border districts in Mali to prepare for the next meeting 
between border authorities from both countries. Baba 
Sissoko has the details from Ouahigouya: 


[Sissoko] Let us recall that the Burkinabe side, led by the 
general secretary of the Kossi Province, visited Bankas, 
Mali, 20-23 May 1988. The next meeting was to take 
place earlier, but as a result of various activities of the 
Burkinabe side, it could not. 


Opening this preparatory meeting, Yatenga High Com- 
missioner Alphonse Ouedraogo called on the partici- 
pants to start thinking now of issues to be discussed at 
the next meeting, which is slated soon for Ouahigouya. 


[passage omitted] 


The border officials then discussed the good neighborly 
relations between the heads of Malian and Burkinabe 
districts and subdistricts, and also reviewed the prob- 
lems relating to movements of people and goods, tran- 
shumance, and traffic. They called for frequent contacts 
between the border prefects to help solve conflicts 
emerging between Malian and Burkinabe citizens. In this 
regard, the participants stressed the need to maintain 
and strengthen good bilateral relations. 


Another item on the agenda that was not discussed at the 
Bankas meeting was raised this time. It regards the 
problems of the Malian miners who try to cross the 
Burkinabe border to work in our cities. New problems 
that were also examined were those caused by people 
who have Burkinabe and Malian identity cards, the 
destruction of farms by livestock, and minor brawls 
between both countries’ fishermen. In conclusion, the 
participants agreed to solve possible problems between 
the two countries’ citizens through dialogue. [passage 
omitted] 


New Air Link With Ethiopia Inaugurated 
ABO0701205289 Ouagadougou Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 7 Jan 89 


[Summary] Ethiopian Airlines inaugurated its flight to 

this afternoon. Cultural groups from 
Burkina Faso and Ethiopia welcomed the first Addis 
Ababa-Ouagadougou flight. The minister of transport 
we'comed the Ethiopian delegation and praised the 
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cooperation between the two countrmes. Ethiopian Ar- 
lines planes will land in Quagadougou on Saturdays and 
will leave on Sundays. The round trip will cost 391.400 
CFA francs. 


Ghana 


Official Criticizes Togo Over Deportations 
AB1001 133489 Paris AFP in English 1396 GMT 
10 Jan 89 


{Text} Accra, Jan 10 (AFP)}—Togo’s recent expulsion of 
124 Ghanaians was “unfortunate and very high handed” 
and could undermine relations between the two coun- 
tries, Secretary for internal affairs Nii Okaija Adamafio 
said Tuesday [10 January}. Mr. Adamafio said the expul- 
sions were not justified and Togo had yet to inform 
Ghana of the reasons for its action. He said some of 
those expelled had not been able to recover their prop- 
erty and others had been mistreated. He said Ghana 
would ask Togo to help those expelled recover their 
property. 


Togo said the expulsions followed a police crackdown on 
illegal residents. The expulsions, in late December and 
early January, threaten recent attempts to improve rela- 
tions between the two West African neighbors. For years 
both countries have charged the other with harboring 
dissidents intent on overthrowing the other's govern- 
ment. Relations had been thought to be improving 
following Ghanaian leader Flight Lt. Jerry Rawlings 
visit to Lome last June to attend the annual summit of 
the Economic Community of West African States. 


ANC Withdrawal From Angola Seen as ‘Setback’ 
ABO0901171589 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 9 Jan 89 


[Kofi Amponsah commentary] 


[Text] One aspect of the recently signed peace agreement 
between Angola, Cuba, and South Africa is the disman- 
thing of military bases of the African National Congress 
of South Africa from Angolan soil. This 1s a detail which 
had not been revealed until yesterday, when the presi- 
dent of the ANC, Mr Oliver Tambo, announced it on the 
occasion of the 77th anniversary of the congress. It 
appears that the dismantling of the ANC bases is a 
condition laid down by South Africa in return for 
agreeing to stop supporting the rebel UNITA movement 
in Angola. 


The number of ANC fighters in Angola is estimated at 
10,000. Distributed around 10 military bases, these 
combattants of Nkonto Wezizue have carried that fight 
across the South African border since the military strug- 
gle was declared. It is not clear from which country the 
ANC will now operate. 
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This is because the congress has already lost the facility 
of operating from Mozambique since 1984, when 
Mozambique signed the Nkomat: agreement with South 
Africa. And the other countries which have border: sith 
South Africa are not prepared to raise the wrath of South 
Afnca by hosting the military wing of the ANC. 
Although Mr Oliver Tambo did his best to sound confi- 
dent by saying that the dismantling of the bases from 
Angola will not mean any letup in the ANC’s activities, 
yet the fact is that this development can only be seen as 
a setback for the ANC. for. if as circulation goes. the 
Congress has to move to Tanzania, this will be so far 
away from South Africa that its effectiveness as a fight- 
ing force 1s bound to suffer. 


This occasion is, no doubt, what our secertary for foreign 
affairs, Dr Obed Asamoah. has in mind when he recently 
lamented that the tripartite agreement of southern Afn- 
can contains a lot of expensive compromises which 
Angola has had to make for the sake of peace in the 
country. It is indeed an unfortunate concession for 
Angola to make. For one thing. one 1s not even sure that 
South Africa will keep its side of the agreement to stop 
supplying UNITA. The fate of the Nkomati accord is a 
pointer, and even if South Africa does stop this kind of 
support, the United States has said it will continue to 
supply the rebels with arms. and that means peace will 
continue to elude Angola. 


Perhaps Angola cannot be blamed. It has suffered so much 
from acts of destabilization by South Africa without much 
help from the rest of independent Africa. This latter 
setback for the liberation of the majority in South Africa 
should shake the rest of Africa into greater involvement in 
the struggle. Otherwise, more countnes from the Frontline 
will distance themselves away from the ANC. thereby 
setting the clock of liberation further back. 


Cultural Agreement Signed With Nigeria 
AB0601195789 Accra Domestic Service in Enelish 
1800 GMT 6 Jan 89 


[Text] Ghana and Nigeria today signed 4 cultural agree- 
ment in Accra. The agreement covers cooperation in 
education, information, sports. science, and technology. 
It also provides for the exchange of professors. teachers. 
and experts, as well as radio and television programs, 
artists, writers, and journalists. The secretary for educa- 
tion and culture, Mr. K. B. Asante, who signed for 
Ghana, noteu that African governments have signed 
similar agreements, but they have come to nothing. He 
attributed the failure of these agreements to the absence 
of close cooperation among African countries. Mr 
Asante, however, expressed the hope that the agreement 
between Ghana and Nigeria would strengthen their 
friendship and understanding in a meaningful way. 


The Nigerian minister for information and culture, 
Prince Tonny Momoh, who signed for his country, said 
the agreement is a fulfilment of an overdue reality 
between the two countries, which had moved together 
for a long time. 
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Earlier in the day, Prince Momoh called on the chairman 
of the PNDC, Flight Lieutenant Rawlings, at The Castle, 
Osu. He was accompanied by the secretary for informa- 
tron, Dr Mohamad Ben Abdallah. Prince Momoh 
referred to Chairman Rawlings’ visit to Nigeria last year, 
which he said has changed a lot of things in his country. 
He said both Ghana and Nigeria are embarking on 
economic reforms, but Nigeria has much to learn from 
Ghana's experience. Mr Momoh said their problem is 
how to mobilize the people to change their taste and 
lifestyle. He said Nigerians see the task as a great one, 
with the media even attacking some government poli- 
cies. He said Nigeria has been greatly inspired by the 
achievements of the PNDC and hoped the cordial rela- 
tions between the two countnes would continue to grow. 


Replying. Chairman Rawlings was happy with the level 
of cooperation between the two countries. He hoped 
these cordial relations would not be marred by any 
circumstances. 


Papers View Libyan Issue, PRC Student Clashes 


Reagan's ‘Shame’ 
ABOB0 1092789 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT & Jan 89 


[From the “Press Review™] 


[Text] The ECHO says American President Reagan 1s 
winding up his affairs at the White House in double 
shame. His first shame was registered last month when 
United Nations members side-stepped a visa blackmail 
and moved out of New York to Geneva to listen to 
Palestinian leader Yasir “Arafat's peace message. 
According to the paper, in a frantic effort to erase the 
first shame. the U.S. President invoked an old lie about 
the existence of a chemical weapons factory in Libya and 
the need to destroy it as the world’s self-acclaimed 
number one policeman. 


The recent shooting down of two Libyan planes over the 
Mediterranean by American jetfighiers is in pursuit of 
this plan. The ECHO says it is unfortunate that the US. 
should prove so disappointing just after claiming to be 
championing the cause of peace in southern Africa. 


President Reagan, concludes the paper, may be remem- 
bered by his admirers for his greatest military achieve- 
ment in the Caribbean, the invasion of little Grenada. 
but his dream of destroying the Great Jamahariyah 
Revolution will remain a mirage. 


‘Simmering Racism’ in PRC 
ABO8B01 170889 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 8 Jan 89 


[From the “Press Review™] 
[Text] The MIRROR comments on the current confron- 


tation between African and Chinese students in China. 
The paper notes that the African students, in their ques! 
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for knowledge, have had to tolerate a lot of discrimina- 
tion and rejection, sometimes expressed in vulgar and 
offensive language or gestures by Chinese students. The 
lot of African students, continues the MIRROR, wors- 
ened with the Western smear campaign of AIDS as 
having originated from Africa. But they have always felt 
bad that China, which claims to be part of the Third 
World and has always stood against racial and cultural 
imperialism, should swallow the propaganda. 


tt is in this vein that the paper asserts that even though 
it would not support Africans if they misbehave just 
because they are Africans, it appeals to the Chinese 
authorities to get to the bottom of this simmering racism 
which exploded into the storm just because African 
students refused to give the names of Chinese girls they 
invited to a dance. Even though the tension has been 
diffused, the MIRROR feels the racial undertones wouid 
not be erased, and if China wants to remain a genuine 
friend of Africa, then something must be done about the 
racial injustice. 


Guinea-Bissau 


Fuel Prices Increase by 40 Percent 
ABO0901210389 Paris AFP in French 1912 GMT 
9 Jan 89 


[Text] Bissau, 9 Jan (AFP)}—A sudden 40-percent hike in 
the price of fuel has been effected in Guinea-Bissau, 
official sources announced today in Bissau. 


In accordance with a decision made by the Council of 
Ministers, the price of premium gasoline has risen from 
605 pesos [per liter] to 850 pesos ($1 equals | 350 pesos), 
and that of regular from 590 to 830 pesos. The price of 
diesel went from 275 to 300 pesos. 


With this hike, public transport fares will also increase, 
but the amount of increase has not yet been specified. 
The last increase of fuel prices was in May 1988. 


Mali 


President Traore Arrives in Morocco 


Departs Remako 8 Jan 
AB0801100289 Bamako Dometic Service in French 
0900 GMT 8 Jan 89 


[Text] President of the republic General Moussa Traore 
has just left Bamako for Morocco, where he will pay a 
state visit until 11 January at the i~ttation of King 
Hassan Il. During this visit, President Moussa Traore 
will visit Marrakech and Agadiz. In Morocco, the current 
OAU chairman will hold talks with the Moroccan king 
on bilateral cooperation and gereral policy issues. 
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Arrives in Marrakech 
AB0801204889 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT & Jan 8&9 


{Excerpts} President of the repudlic General Moussa 
Traore arrived in Marrakech today at 1300 GMT for a 
4-day official visit to Morocco. Gen Moussz2 Traore was 
welcomed on arrival by King Hassan II of Morocco, 
members of the government and of the diplomatic corps 
accredited to Rabat, and several Moroccan civilian offi- 
cials and military officers. After saluting the colors and 
reviewing a detachment’ of the Royal Guard, the two 
heads of state got into an open car, which took them to 
the quarters of President Moussa Traore amid the 
intense applause of the large crowd. Here is Oumar 


Sangare, our special correspondent, reporting from Mar- 
rakech: 


[Sanagare] [passage omitted] President Moussa Traore’s 
schedule for the rest of today is free. However, he will 
receive members of the Malian community, consisting 
mainly of students, who came to greet the head of state at 


the airport. 


The real agenda of the official visit will begin tomorrow 
with a visit to historical sites—Marrakech has many 
tourist attractions. But that will not be all: President 
Moussa Traore and King Hassan I! will discuss political, 
economic, and bilateral issues. [passage omitted] 


Government ‘Concerned’ on U.S.-Libya Tension 
AB0701210189 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 7 Jan 8&9 


[Text] Following the deterioration of relations between the 
United States of America and the Libyan Jamahiriyah, His 
Excellency Modibo Keita, minister of foreign affairs and 
international cooperation, has received the ambassadors of 
the two countries. This action by the minister of foreign 
affairs and international cooperation is in line with the 
constant concern of the president of the republic, General 
Moussa Traore, to work tirelessly to establish and main- 
tain peace in international relations. 


It will be recalled that the president of the republic made 
strenuous efforts to establish understanding between the 
two sides during his visits to Washington and Tripcli. 
This is why the Government of Mali is seriously con- 
cerned about the tension between the United States of 
America and the Libyan Arab Jarnahiriyah. This situa- 
tion, which is deteriorating, is likely to dangerously 
compromise peace and security, whose consolidation 
during the past year has aroused great hopes throughout 
the world. 


The Government of Mali deplores the incident that 
occurred in the Mediterranean area. The Government of 
the Republic of Mali makes an urgent appeal to the 
Government of the United States of America and to the 
revolution of the Socialist Arab Jamahiriyah to settle 
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their disputes through dialogue and negotiation in accor- 
dance with the fundamental principles of the UN Char- 
ter, and not to resort to force or interfere in the internal 
affairs of states. 


Nigeria 


Babangida Meets Ghanaian, Cites ECOWAS 
AB0601182889 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 6 Jan 89 


[Text] President Ibrahim Babangida has said the eco- 
nomic crunch in other parts of the world has made it 
more imperative now than ever before to give additional 
impetus to the Economic Community of West African 
States, ECOWAS. He made this observation in Lagos 
today when the Ghanaian secretary for foreign affairs, 
Dr Asamoah, called on him. President Babangida 
stressed the need for African countries to enhance their 
developme.it by strengthening subregional economic 
groupings like the ECOWAS to ensure cordial interre- 
gional and bilateral cooperation. 


The Ghanaian foreign secretary, who was at Dodan 
Barracks to deliver a message from the Ghanaian head of 
state, Flight Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings, formally invited 
General Babangida for a state visit to Ghana. 


Protocol Signing Postoned 
ABO0701062189 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 6 Jan 89 


[Text] The signing of the agreed protocol of the fourth 
session of the Nigeria-Ghana joint commission, which 
was scheduled for tonight, has been postponed. In a 
Statement in Lagos today, the Ministry of External 
Affairs said the postponement was due to the unexpected 
early departure of the Ghanaian secretary for foreign 
affairs, Dr Obed Asamoah. The statement said that the 
protocol would be signed soon. 


Meanwhile, the two countries have agreed on matters 
relating to trade, industrial joint ventures, petroleum 
sales, energy issues, including power and gas, science and 
technology, as well as agriculture. Others are consular, 
immigration, cultural cooperation, aviation, telecommu- 
nications, and road transportation linkages. 


Trade To Be Increased 
ABO0701101489 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 7 Jan 89 


[Text] Ghana and Nigeria have expressed their determina- 
tion to increase the volume of trade between them. This is 
the outcome of deliberations at the fourth session of the 
Ghana-Nigeria permanent joint commission for coopera- 
tion in Lagos. Speaking to newsmen on his return home, 
the secretary for foreign affairs, Dr Obed Asamoah, who 
led Ghana’s delegation, said they discussed a wide range of 
issues with special emphasis on trade. 
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He said the two sides have agreed to take steps to 
formalize informal trade between individuals and pri- 
vate business establishments in each other's country. 
They have also decided to revise existing trade agree- 
ments between them. Dr Asamoah said both sides dis- 
cussed matters relating to aviation and individual 
claims, including pensioi.s due to their nationals. 


On scientific and cultural cooperation, the secretary said 
the session expressed its satisfaction with the progress of 
work in this area. Dr Asamoah said the delegation also 
delivered a special message from the chairman of the 
PNDC, Flight Lieutenant Rawlings, to the Nigerian 
leader, General Ibrahim Babangida. 


President Babangida To Visit Ghana 10-12 Jan 
AB0901181589 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 9 Jan 89 


[Text] President Ibrahim Babangida leaves Lagos tomor- 
row for Accra on a 3-day official visit to Ghana. Accord- 
ing to the State House officials, General Babangida is 
scheduled to hold bilateral talks with his Ghanaian 
counterpart, Flight Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings, during 
the visit. The president will be accompanied by the chief 
of air staff, Air Marshal Ibrahim Alfa, and the minister 
of state in the Ministry of External Affairs, Alhaji 
Mamman Anka. Gen Babangida is expected back in 
Lagos on Thursday [12 January]. 


New Foreign Exchange Rates Evaluation System 
AB0901111789 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 9 Jan 89 


[Text] A new system of determining the foreign exchange 
value of the naira begins today. Under the new system 
the exchange rate will be determined daily, based on a 
number of factors. The deputy governor of the Central 
Bank of Nigeria, Malam Ismaila Usman, announced 
details of the new system in Lagos over the weekend. 
[words indistinct] the guidelines are that banks and other 
authorized dealers should submit quotations daily. The 
rate for the day will be decided based on these quotations 
and intelligence reports. According to the central bank’s 
deputy governor, authorized dealers will be allowed a 
profit margin of not more than one percent on the rate 
arrived at for a particular day. 


‘Daily Bidding’ Begins 
AB0901191289 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 9 Jan 89 


[Text] The naira exchange rate was today pegged at 6.87 
naira to the dollar at the maiden daily foreign exchange 
auction held at the Central Bank of Nigeria to replace the 
former bimonthly auction terminated last month. Pres- 
ident Ibrahim Babangida has announced in his budget 
speech that the official foreign exchange market and 
autonomous inter-bank rates would be merged. 
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The new system, involving commercial and merchant 
banks, will [words indistinct] daily bidding and success- 
ful ones will receive a daily allocation. Under the 
voucher, banks are allowed not more than | percent 
increase on effective rate (?and the) daily rate to their 
customers. 


Three of the banks were disqualified today because they 
did not indicate their buying and selling rates. The 61 
successful bidders got all they asked. Five million dollars 
was auctioned and $4.815 million was bought at the 
Central Bank with some balance. The corporate affairs 
officer, Mr Tony Kede, said afterward that successful 
banks were expected to deposit the naira equivalent of 
the amount they won today with the Central Bank. 


Government To Prosecute Illegal Alien Miners 
AB0701070789 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 7 Jan 89 


[Text] The federal government is stepping up investiga- 
tions to screen the immigrants alleged to have engaged in 
illegal mining in some parts of the country. The attorney 
general and minister of justice, Prince Bola Ajibola, told 
a Radio Nigeria Network News correspondent in Lagos 
yesterday that those found to have engaged in the 
nefarious activities would be prosecuted. He however 
stated that those found not to have been involved in the 
practice would be set free in the interest of justice, peace, 
and fair play. 


Prince Ajibola stated that offenders would be prosecuted 
under the provisions of the Miscellaneous Offences 
Decree to serve as a deterrent. He disclosed that those 
involved were nationals from Senegal, Mali, The Gam- 
bia, Zaire, Sierra Leone, and Mauritania, adding that 
they had been allowed to communicate with their vari- 
ous embassies in Lagos. A Radio Nigeria correspondent 
says that all the illegal miners (?stranded) at Seme border 
have now been brought to Lagos. 


Benin’s Kerekou Sends Message to Babangida 
AB0601172089 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 6 Jan 89 


[Text] President Ibrahim Babangida today received a 
special message from the Beninese leader, President 
Mathieu Kerekou. The message was delivered by a 
two-man delegation comprising Mr (Daniel Tawema), 
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director general in the office of the Beninese leader, and 
Mr Ibrahim Souradjou, special adviser on economic 
affairs. General Babangida assured the enovys that the 
federal government would take necessary actions on the 
issues raised in the message. 


OAU’s Oumarou Meets Ministry Official 
AB0701081589 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 7 Jan 89 


[Text] The minister of state in the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Mr Mamman Zigun Anka, yesterday in Lagos held 
a closed-door meeting with the secretary general of the 
Organization of African Unity, Mr Ide Oumarou. The 
secretary general told newsmen before the meeting started 
that his visit was aimed at briefing the federal government 
on the activities of the OAU and to seek its advice. Mr 
Oumarou said that the OAU has taken diplomatic steps to 
find solutions to the problems facing African students 
being harassed by their Chinese colleagues. 


Papers Cited on Libyan Incident, Waste Dumping 


U.S. ‘Threat To Bomb Libya’ 
AB0801 104589 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 8 Jan 89 


[From the “Press Review’’] 


[Text] The SUNDAY CHAMPION urges Nigeria to take 
the lead in convening an urgent United Nations Security 
Council meeting to discuss the American threat to bomb 
Libya. The CHAMPION also sees the threat as an aware- 
ness for nations of the world to reappraise their options. 


Waste Dumping, ‘Nation’s Security’ 
AB0801104689 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 8 Jan 89 


[From the “Press Review”] 


[Text] The SUNDAY CONCORD takes a look at the 
undetected exit of the Italian behind the toxic waste 
dumped in Nigeria as well as the miraculous exit of 
(Manfried Horner). It says the two incidents raise a 
fundamental question as to the efficiency and reliability 
of the nation’s security arrangements. The CONCORD 
wants the government to reassure Nigerians that the 
country’s security is reliable. 
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